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4 L, 
H Eav'ns youngeſt Son, its Benjamis, 
Divinicy's next Brother , Sacred 
( Poeſie, 
No longer ſhall a Virgin reckoned be, 
(What ere with others ris) by me, 
A Female Muſe, as were the Nine: 
But ( full of Vigor Maſcline ) 

An Eflence Male,with Angels his Com- 
> _ +  ( panions ſhine, 
;- With Angels fiſt the heavenly youth 

? ( was breds 

And, when a Child, inftru&ed thetn co 
| (ting 
A 2 The 


(6) 
The praiſes of th' Immortal King, 
Who Lucifer in Triumph led : 

For, as 1 Chains the Monſter ſank to 
Ml: = 

Andtumbling headlon down the pre- 
: . (cipicetell, 

| By! him firſt raug he, How art thou fallen 

.  ( thaw morning ſtar ? they (aid 

Too fondly then,we have ftancy'd him a 
( Maid : 

We, the vain Brethren of the rhyming 
( Trade, 

* Raphael A female Angel leſs would * 


com the  (Urbins $kill upbraid. 
IT. 


_ Painter. 
Thus 'twasin Heav'n: This, Poeſy's Sex 
( and Age ; 
And,when he thence t'our lower World 
( came down, 
He choſe a Form more like his own, 
And Feſſe's youngeſt Son inſpir'd with 
( holy rage, 
The ſprightly Shepherd felt unuſual 
( Fire, 
And 


(7). 
| Andup hetook his tunefulLyre; 
He took 1t up, and ſtruck'c, and his own 
-.:3 00 couches did admire, 
Thou, Poeſfte, on him didſt *beſtow : 
| Thy choiceſt gift, a honor ſhew'd before 
* ( to none 5 
And, to prepare his way to th'Hebrew! 
(Throne? 
Gav't him thy Empire, and Domi- 
( nion 5 
The happy Land of Perſe, where flow 
Rivers of Milk, and. Woods of Laurel 
(grow; 
Wherewith, thou,  didfſt adorn his 
'( brow, 
And mad'ſt his firſt, more flouriſhing,and 
(ttiumphant Crown, 


Afiſt me thy grear/Prophets 'pra Je to 

(ling, 

David, the Poets ;/ and bleſs'd _— 
( 

gd, with the dancing Echo, bs 4 E 

( Mountains ring ! 


Tam 6 on the wings-of ſome auſpicious 
( wind, 


A 4 Let 


. 

Let his great namefrom earth, he rais'd 

Andy the ſtarry volume of S TY 
0 

m Alaſting Record find: 

'Beyith his mig phos eryjoyn'd; 

Which,taken long intothe at, 

__ ld the Harp, makes a bright 

(( onſtellation = 


E I I 
Worthyi it was to be tranſlated hence, 
And, there, in view of all, exalted hang : 
To-which ſo oft the Princely = 


( 
eng myſtick Oracles did diſpence, 
» had ir till remain'd below, 

_ wonders of it we had ſeen, 
How great the mighty Herberts kill 
( had been g 


3 


Herbert, who could. ſo much without 1t | 


(dog 

Herbers who did its Chords dint 
( know 

2 oh of Verſe 

( below, 

CI 


(9) 


© ! Had we known him half f@ well ! 
But then, my friend, there had been lefr 


(for you * 


Nothipg ſo fair,and worthy praiſe to dog 
Who, ſo exaRlly all his Story tell, 

That , though he did not want his 

YI ( Bayes, 

Nor all the Monuments vertue can 

| (raiſe, 

Your hand,he did,to eternize his praiſe, 

Herbert, and Doxze, again are joyn'd, 
Nowhere below, as they're above 5 

Theſe friends, are in their old embraces 

| (twin'ds 

And, ſince by you the Entetview's de- 

( fign'd, 

Too weak, to part them, Death does 

( prove z 

For, in this Book they meet again: as, 

( in one Heay'n they love, 


Benfted , 


apr. > Sam: Woodforde, 
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The Intropucrion. 


Ea IN 4 late Retreat from the bu- 
SAI BEAN [eneſs of the World,and theſe 
W- MN ; 7 

MY many little Cares withwhich 
GDEDY 7 have too often incumbred 
my ſelf. 1fell into a Contemplation of ſome 
of thoſe Hiſtorical paſſages that are Re. 
corded in Sacred Story 3 and.,more Partie 


cularly,” of what had paſt betwixt our © 


Bleſſed Saviour , and that wonder. of 
Women, and Sinners,and Mourners, Saint 
Mary Magdalen. 7 call her Saint, be- 
cauſe 1 did not then, nor do now conſider 
her, as whes ſhe was poſſeſs with ſeven De- 
wils ; not as when h*r wanton Eyes, aud 
diffheveld Hair, were deſigned and mana- 
| ged, 


The Jntroduction, II 


ed, to charm and inſnare amorons Be- 
Jolders : But, I didthen, and do now con- 
fider her, as after ſhe had expreſt 4 viſible 
and ſacred ſorrow for her [enſualities ;} as, 
after thoſe Eyes had wept ſuch a flood 
of penitential tears as did waſh, and,that 
hair had wip't, and ſhe moſt paſſionately 
kiſt the feet of hers, and our bleſſed Jelus, 
And, I do now conſider , that becauſe ſhe 
low'd much, not only much was forgiven 
her , but that, beſide that bleſſed bleſſing 
of having her fins pardoned, ſhe alſo had 
from him a teſtimony, that her Alablaſter 
box of precious oyntment poured on his 
head and feet, and that Spikenard, and 
thoſe Spices that were by her dedicated to 
embalm and preſerve his ſacred body fron i 
putref att ion,ſhould ſo far preſerve her ow 
memory, that theſe demonſtrations of Her 
ſaxitified love, and of her offic iors , and 
generow gratitude, ſhould be r.ecc rdeil and 
mentioned where[oever his Guſ pell ſhould be 
read; intending thereby, tha t 1s his, ſo 
her name ſhould alſo live to ſu cc ceding Ge> 


nerations,even till time (hall be no mere. 
Upon 


t2 The Jntroduction, 
Upon occaſion of which fair example, 7 
did lately look back , and not without ſome 
content ( atleaft ro my ſelf) chat I hawe 
endeavour dto deſerve the love, and pre- 
ſerve the memory of my two deceaſed 
friends, Dr. Donne, and Sir Henry Wot- 
£00. by declaring the various employments 
and accidents their Lives: And,though 
Ar, George Herbert (whoſe LiteI now 
intend to write ) were to we 4 ſtranger 
as to his parjes : yet fince hz was,and was 
worthy, to be their friend; and;very many 
of his have been mine. Ijudee it may not 
, Ge unacceptable to thoſe that knew any of 
1 *hem in therr Lives, or do now know thetr 
3. Vritings, t11 ſee this Conjunttion of ther 
# er their zleaths ; without which, many 
ths,ngs hat concern'dthem.and ſome things 
that concer. nd the Age in which they liv/d, 
would be lef.'s perfect, and loſt to poſterity. 


For th 'ſc _ Rea ſons I have undertaken #, 
and if I h,ue prevented ay abler perſon, 1 
beg pardon of 1, Yimand my Reader, 


THE 
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THE LIFE 


"\ Forge Herbert was born the third 
day of April,inthe year of our Re- 
demption 1593, The place of his Birth 
was near to the lown of Moutgomery, 
and in that Cafe that did then bear the 
name of that Town and County ; that 
Caſtle was then a place of State and 
Strength,and had been ſucceſhyely hap- 
y in the family of the Herberts,who had 
bong polleſt it ; and, with it, a plentiful 
Eſtare,and hearts as liberal to their poor 
Neighbours : A family, that hath been 
bleſt with men of remarkable wiſdom, 
and with a willingneſs to ſerve their 
Countrey, and indeed, to do good to all 
Mankind; for which,they were eminent: 
But alas ! this family did in the late Re- 
bellion ſuffer extremely in their Eſtates; 
and the heirs of that Cafle,ſaw it laid le- 
vel with thar earth that was too good to 
bury thoſe wretches that were the cauſe 
of it, The father of our George,was Rich» 
ard Herbert the Son of Eiward Herbert 
Knight, the Son of Richard Herbert 
Kaight, 
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Knight, the Son of the famous Sir Rich- 
ard Herbert of Colebrook, in the County 
of Monmouth Banneret , who was the 
youngeſt Brother of that memorable 
William Herbert Earl of Pembroke, that 
liv'd in the Reign of our King Edward 
the fourth, 

His Mother was 'Mazdalen Newport, 
the youngeſt Daughter of Sir Richard, 
and Siſter to Sir Francis Newport of High 
Arkall inthe County of Salop Knight, 
_ and Grandfather of Francis Lord' News 
port,now Comptroller of His Majeſties 
Houtſhold, A Family,that for their Loy- 
alty,have ſuffered much in their Eſtates, 
and ſeen the ruine of that excellent Stru- 
ure, where their Anceſtors have .long 
livd, and been memorable for their. 
Hoſpitalicy,  * 

This Mother of George Herbert (of 
whofe perſon, and wiſdom, and vertue,I 
intend to give a true account in aſeaſon- 
ableplace ) was the happy Mother of 
ſeven Sons,and three Daughters, which 
ſhe would often ſay, was Fobs number ; 
an 


Dr. George Þerbert, 15 


and. as often bleſs God, that they were 
neither defeRive in their ſhapes, nor in 
their reaſon; and, often reprove them 
that did not praiſe God for ſo great a 
bleſſing, T ſhall give the Reader a ſhore 
accompt of their names, and not ſay 
much of their Fortunes, '* ® 
Edward the eldeſt was firſt made 
Knight of the Bath, -at that glorious 
time of "our late Prince Hepries being 
inſtalldKnight of the Garter; and after 
many years uſeful Travel,and theatrain- 
ment. of 'many Languages , he'was by 
wh. Fames ſent Ambaſſador Refident 
to the "then French King , Lews 13. 
There, he continued about two years ; 
but, he conld not ſubje& himſelf to a 
compliance with the humours. of the 
Dake ge Luines,who was then the great 
and powerful Favourite at Court: ſo that 
upon complaint to our King , he was 
calld back into Englandin ſome diſplea- 
ſures bur at his return, he gave ſuch an 
honourable account of his employment, 
_ and ſojuſtified his comportment ro the 
Duke, 
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Duke, andall che Conrt, that he was 
ſuddenly ſent back apon the ſame Em- 
baſkie, _ _ he _ __ be- 
ginning of the Reignof our 
Charles I, who mate him firſt RE | 
Caſtie-Ifayud; and not long after of 
Cherberie in the County of Salop - He 
woruy great learning and reaſou,4s 
afptars by his printed Book de veritate g 
aud, by bis Hifory of the Reign of King 
Heary VIII, 4nd by [cverd! other Tratds, 
The ſecond and third Brothers were 
Richard and William, who ventur'd their 
lives to purchaſe Honour in the Wars 
of che Low Countries, and dyed Officers 
in that employment, Charles was the 
fourch,and dyed Feilowof New-Coledge 
in Oxford, Henry was the fixth,who be- 
came a menial ſervant to the Crown un 
the dayes of King Zwes,and hath con- 
tinged co be (o for fifty years: duringall 
—_" eime,he bach been com” che. 
evelsz a place,that requures 2 dtugenc 
wiſdm, wich which God hath bleſt 


him. The ſeventh Son was Themes, who 
4; being 
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being made —_ of a Ship in that 
Fleet with which Sir Robert Manſell was 
ſent againſt A/eiers , did there ſhew a 
fortunate and true Engliſh valor, 

Of the three Siſters, I need not ſay 
more, then that they were all married 
to perſons of worth, and plentiful for- 
tunes; and, liv'd to be examples of-ver- 
ze, -and:ro do good in their Genera- 
tions,” 7 


I now'come to give-my intended: ac- 
count of George, who was the fifth of 
thoſe ſeven Brothers, - | 

George Herbert ſpent much of his 
Childhood in a ſweer content under-the 
x + and careof his prudent Mother, and 
the tuition of a Chaplain or Tutor to 
him, and two of his Brothers in her owa 
Family (for ſhe was then a Widow } 
where he continued, till about the Age 
of Twelve years; and 'being at that 
time well. inſtructed in- the Rules of 
Grammar, he was not long after com- 
mended to the care of Dr, Neale (who 
B was 


| Ra anne neg ' m——_ - 
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{| was then Dean of Weftminfter ; and by 
11 him to the care of Mr, Ireland z who 
was then, chief Maſter of that School 5 
where the beauties of his pretty beha- 
' viour and wit; ſhin'd and. betame fo 
eminent and lovely in this his innocent 
{ Age, that he ſeem'd to be marked our, 
[| for piety, and to become the'care of 
il Heaven, and of a' particular Angel to 
| guard and guide him, And thus, he 
1 continued in that School, till he came to 
| be perfect in theleamed Languages, and 
eſpecially in. the Greek Tongue, in 
| which he after prov'd an excellent Cri- 
'f tick. (1 309! CPICTO 
f - About the:age of Fifteen, he, being 
then a Kings Scholar , was eledted out 
of that School for Trinity Collrdge in 
Cambridee, to which place hewas'tranſ- 
planted about the year 1608, ; And his 
| prudent Mother 'well knowing, that he 
if | might eaſily loſe, or leflen that virtue 
afld innocence which her advice and ex- 
ample had planted”in his mind; did 
therefore procure the generous ow y 
ral 13 


- -- 
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ral Dr. Newil, who was then Dean of 
Canterbury', and Maſter, of that, Cob: 
ledge, to take him into his pargicular! 
care, and provide bim.a Tutor which: 
he did moſk;gladly ugdertake , fot he: 
knew: the>axeellencies: gf! bis Mothers; 
and how to value ſuch aftjfad{bip; :::” » 

This was the method of his Educa- 
tion, till he was ſetled in Cambriage, 
where we will leave him in his Study, 
till T have paid my promis'd accountof 
his excellent Mother, and I will endeq- 
vour tomake it ſhore, - 

I have told her Birth, her Marriage, 
and the Number of her Children, and, 
have given ſome ſhort account of them: 
I ſhall next tell the Reader, that her 
Husband:dyed when our George was a- 
bout the Age of four years :and that ſhe 
continued twelve years a Widow : that 
ſhe then: married happily to a Noble 
Gentleman, the Brother and Heir. of 
the Lotd Danvers Earl of Danby, who - 
did highly; value both her perſon and 
moſtexcellent endowments of her _ 
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In this time of her Widowhood, ſhe 


being deſirous to give Edward hereldeſt 
ſon, ſuch advantages of Learning, and 
other-education, as might beſt! ſute his 
birth and fortunes, and, thereby make 
him che more fir for the ſervice of his 
Countrey: did at his being of a fit age, 


remove from 'Monteomery Caſtle with,- 


him; and ſome of her younger ſons t6 


Oxford; and, having entred Edward 


int6:Dwcens Colledge, and provided him 
a fit Tutor, ſhe commended him to his 
care yet, ſhe continued there with 
him, and ſtill Kepr him in a moderate 
awe of herſelf: and ſo much under her 
owneye, as to ſee and converſe with him 


Wer OVET 


him without any ſuch rigid ſowreneſs,as 
might make her company a \tormeat to 
her Child ; but, with ſuch a ſweetneſs 
and compliance with the recreationsand 
pleaſures of youth, as did incline him 
willingly to ſpend much of his time in 
the company of his dear and carefal 
Mother: which was to her great con- 


daily ; but ſhe managed this o 


cent ; 


L 
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tent 3 for ſhe would often ſay, That as 


our bodies take a nouriſhment ſutable to 
the meat on which we feed: [o, our Souls 
do as inſenſibly take in Vice by the Exam- 
ple or Converſation with wicked Compa- 
ny - and, would therefore, as often lay, 
That ignorance of Vice was the beſt pre- 
ſervation of Vertne : and, That the very 
knowledge of Wickedneſs,was as tinder to 
inflame and kindle ſin,and to keep it burn- 
zng : For theſe reaſons, ſhe indeared him 
to her own company, and continued 
with him in Oxford tour years: in which 
time, her great and harmleſs wit , her 
chearful gravity , and her oblieging be- 
haviour, gain'd her an acquaintance nd 
friendſhip with moſt of any eminenr 
worth or learning, that were at that time 
in or near that Univerſity : and particu- 
larly, with Mr. Fohn-Donne, who then 
came accidentally to that place, in this 
time of her being there: it was that 
Fohn Donne who was: after Dr, Donne, 
and Dean of St, Pauls Loydon : and he 
at his leaving Oxford, writ and lefr 
3 there 
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there a CharaRer of the beauties of 
her body and mind of the firſt, he 
fayes, | 


No Spring nor Summer-beauty has 
( ſuch grace 


Ms I have ſeen in ay Autumnal face, 


Of the latter he (ayes, 
In all her words to every hearey fit 


Tos may at Revels, or at Council ſt, 


The reſt of her Character, may be 
read in his printed Poems, in that Ele- 
oy which bears the name of the 4«- 
tumnal Beanty. For both he and ſhe 
_ then paſt the Meridian of mans 
life, 

This Amity begun at this time , and 
place, was not an Amity that polluted _ | 
their Souls; but, an Amity made up of 
a Chain of ſutable inclinations apd ver- 

tucss 
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tues ; an Amity, like that of St, Chry- 
ſoftoms'to his dear and vertuous 0/:mpi- 
4; whom, in his Letters, he calls his 
Saint : Or, an Amity indeed more like 
that of St, Hierom to his Paula whoſe 
affeRion to her was ſuch ! that he turn'd 
Poer in his old Age, and then made her 
Epitaph; wiſhing , all his Body were 
turn'd into Tongues, that he might de- 
clare her juſt praiſes to Poſterity, And, 
this Amity betwixt her and Mr, Dexye, 
was begun in a happy time for him , he 
being then about the Fortieth year of 
his Age (which was ſome years before 
he entred into Sacred Orders: ) A time, 
when his neceſities needed a daily ſup- 
ply for the ſupport of his Wite, ſeven 
Children, and a Family : And, in this 
time ſhe'prov'd one of his moſt bounti- 
ful Benefa&ors z and he, as grateful an 
acknowledger of it. You may take one 
Teſtimony of what I have ſaid , from 
this following Letter, and Sonner, 


Ba MADAM, 


24 The Life of 
MADAM, 
\ the Favours to me are every 
where; I uſe them , and have 
them, T enjoy them at London , and 
leave them there; and yet, find them at 
Micham : S»ch Riddles as theſe, become 
—_ wnexpreſſible; and, ſuch i your 
gooaneſs, Twas almoſt ſorry to find your 
Servant here this day, becauſe 1 was loth 
to have any nitnel; of my not coming 
home laſt Night,aud indeed of my coming 
this Morning : But , my not coming was 
excuſable , becauſe earneſt buſineſs de- 
tain'd me ; and my coming this day, us 
by the example of your St, Mary Magda- 
len, who roſe early upon Sunday , to ſeek 
that which ſhe lou'd moſt, and ſo did T, 
And, from her and my ſelf, 1 return ſuch 
thanks as ane due toone to whom we owe 
all the good opinion , that they whom we 
weed moſt, have of us—By this Meſſen- 
ger, and on this good day, I commit the 
zncloſed Holy Hymns and Sonnets 
 arus for the matter, not the workman- 
ip,have yet eſcap' dhe fire ) to your jnde- 


ment , 


_— om 


-— — — 


Mr. Geozge Þerbert, a5 
ment, and to your protetFion too , if you 
think them worthy of it 5 and 1 have ap- 
pointed this incloſed Sonnet to uſher thems 
to your happy hand. 


Your unworthieſt Servant , 
Micham , unleſs your accepting him, 
Fuly 11. 
1607. have mended him, 


Fo, Donne, 


— 


D I— — 


To the Lady «Magdalen 
Herbert, of St. Mary 
Magdalen, 

(tance 


Er of your name, whoſe fair inhert- 
Bethina was,a»djointure Magdalo: 

An aftive faith ſo hizhly did advance, 
That ſhe once knew,more than the Churc? 
(did know 
The 
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The RefurreRion ; ſo much goed there is 
Deliver d of her, that ſome Fathers. be 
Loth to believe one Woman conld do this x 
But, think theſe Magdalens were two or 
( three, 

Increaſe their number, Lady, and their 
( fame : 

To their Devotion, add your Innocence 
Take ſomuch of th'example,as of the zame; 
The latter half, and in ſome recompence 


That they did harbour Chriſt himſelf, a 
(Gueſt. 


Harbour theſe Hymns , to his dear name 
( adareſt, 


J. D. 


Theſe Hymns are now loſt to uss 
but, doubtleſs they were ſuch, as they 
two now ſing in Heavey, 

There might be more demonſtrati- 
ons of the Friendſhip, and the many (a- 
; Cred Indearments betwixt theſe two 
excellent perſons (forT have many of 
their Letters in my hand ) and much 
more 


Dr. Geozge Þerbert, 27 
more might be ſaid of her great pru- 
dence and piety ; but my deſign was nor 
toWrite hers, but. the life of her Son ; 
and therefore I ſhall only tell my Rea: 
der, that about that very day twenty 
years, that this Letter was dated, and 
fent her, I ſaw and heard this Mr. Fohy 
Nonue (who was then Dean of Sr. 
Pauls) weep, and preach her Funeral 
Sermon, in the Pariſh-Church of Chel- 
ſey near Londop, where ſhe now teſts in 
her quiet Grave , and where we muſt 
now leave her, and return to her Son 
George, whom we left in his Study in 
Cambridee, 

And in Cawbridee we may find our 
George Heyberts behaviour to be ſuch, 
that we may conclude, he conſecrated 
the firſt fruits of his early age to ver- 
tue,and a ſerious ſtudy of learning, And 
that he did ſo, this following Letter and 
Sonnet which were in the fyſt year of 
his going to Cambridze, ſent his dear 
Mother for a New-years gift, may ap- 
pear to be ſome teſtimony. 

— /s 
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um But I fear the heat of my late 
2gue hath dried up thoſe ſprings,by which 
Scholars [ay.the Muſes uſe to take up their 
habitations, However , I need not their 
help, to reprove the vanity of thoſe many 
Love- poems, that are daily writ and con- 
ſecrated to Venus z nor to bewail that [0 
few are writ, that look towards God and 
Heaven, For my own part, my meaning 
( dear Mother) # in theſe Sonnets, to 
declare my reſolution to be , that my poor 
Abilities in Poetry, ſhall be all, and ever 
conſecrated to Gods glory. And— 


T God , where i that ancient heat 
bt (towards thee, 
Wherewith . whole ſhowls of Martyrs 
( once did burn, 

Beſides their ether flames. Doth Poetry 
Wear Venus Livery ? only ſerve her turn? 
Why are not Sonnets made of thee ? -and 
( layes 


Hpon thine Altar burnt? Cannot thy love 


Heighten 4 ſpirit ts ſound out thy praiſe 
As 


« . Q ad _— 
& 0 IIS ae Boxed”. fa 
bo Ea" 


Onr-frip the Cupid eaſily fg ? 
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Aswel as any ſhe ? Cannot thy Dove 


or, ſince thy wayes are deep, 7 ha the 
Will not a verſerun [month ths —_ hy 
( neme! 
Why doth that fire, which by thy power and 
( might © 
Each breaſt does feel, no braver *”o 
( chooſe 
Than that, which one day, Worms, ma 
( chancerefuſe. 


Sure Lord, there is enough iy thee to ary 
Oceans Ink ; for, as the Deluge did 
Cover the Earth, ſo doth thy Majeſty : 

Each Clond diſtills thy praiſe , and doth 

( forbid 

Poets 70 turn it to another uſe. 

Roſes az |.illies ſpeak thee, and to make 
A pair of Cheeks of them, is thy abuſe. 
Why ſhould 1 Womens eyes for Chryſ/tal 

( take ? 

S#ch poor invention burns in their low 

( mind, 
Whoſe 
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Whoſe fees mild, and duh: _—_— 
To role Lad) 0n thee Lend, fc 
( beſtow 
qo nd yow ſhall nothin; d find 
LS face Ah when 205 in 
a ( thee 

The beany > in ls diſcovery, 


G, H, 


- This was his reſolution at the ſend- 
ing this Letter to his dear Mother ; a- 
bout which time, he was in the Seven- 
teenth: year of his Age; and, as he 
orew older, ſo he grew'in learning, and 
more and more in favour both with God 
and man : inſomuch, that in this morn- 
ing of that ſhort day: of his life, he 
ſeem'd tobe mark'd out for vertue, and 
to become the care. of Heaven; for 
God ſtill kept his ſoul in ſo holy a frame, 
that he may, and ought to be 2 pattern 
of vertue toall poſterity 3: and: eſpecial- 
ly, to: his Brethren of the Clergy , of 
which 


>> 
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which the Reader may expe& :a more 
exa& account in what will tollow, 

I need not declare that he wasa ſtri& 
Student, becauſe, thar he was fo, there 
will be many teſtimonies in the. furure 
part of his life, 1 ſhall therefore only 
tell, that he was made: Mzyor Fellow in 
the year 1609, Batchelor 'of Art in the 
year 1611. M4jor Fellow of the Colleage, 
March15. 1615. And, that in thac 
year , he was alſo. made Ma#Fey of: Arts, 
beingithen in the 224 year of hs Age 3 
during all which time, all, or the great- 
eſt -diverfion from his Study , was the 
practice of Muſick,in whictr he became 
a great. Maſters and of which,he would 
ſay, That it did retieve his dreoping ſþi- 
rits.,, compoſe his diſtratted thoughts , and 
raiſe his weary Soul ſo far above Earth, 
that" it gave him an earneſt of the joyes 
of Heaven,before he poſſeſt them, And it 
may be noted, that. from his firſt er- 
trance into the Colledge , the gene- 
rons Dr, New# was a cheriſher of his 
Studies, and ſuch a lover of his ory 

is 
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his behaviour, and the excellent endow 
ments of his mind, that he took him 
often into his own company, by which 
he confirm'd hisnative gentileneſs ; and, 
if during this time heexpreſt any Er- 
ror, it was, that he kept himſelf roo 


much retir'd, and at too great a diſtance 
withall his inferiours; and, his Cloaths 


ſeemed to prove, that. he pat too great 


2 value on his parts and parentage, 
This may be ſome account of his 
diſpoſition, and of the employment of 


his time, till he was Maſter of Arts, 


which was 4A»n0 1615, and in the year 
I619, he was choſen Orator for the U- 
niverſity, His two precedent Orators, 
were Sir Robert Nantons and Sir Francis 
Netherſoll : The firſt was not long after 
made Secretary of State; and.,Sit Fran- 
ci, not long after his being Orator, was 
made Secretary to the Lady Elizabeth 
Queen of Bobe:mia, In this place of 
Orator , our George Herbert continued 
eight years z and manag'd it with as be- 


coming, and grave a gaity, as any had . 


ever 
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eyer before, or ſince-his time. For, He 
had acquir'd great Learning ,and was bleſs 
with a high fancy, a civil and ſharp wit, 
and with. a natural elegance, both in his 
behaviour, hs tongue, and his pen, Of 
all which, there might be very many 
particular evidences, but I will limit my 
ſelf. ro the mention of but three, 

And the firſt notab'e occaſion of 
ſhewing his fitneſs for this employment 
of Orator, was manif-ſted in a Letter'to 
King Fames, who had ſent the Univer- 
fity his Book, called Biſilicop Doren ; 
and their Orator was to acknowledge 
this great honour, and return their gra- 
titude-to His Majeſty for ſuch a conde- 


| ſcention 3. at thecloſe of which Letter, 


Quid Vaticanam Bodledanamque otjicts hoſges ! 
Onicus eft nobis Bibliatheca Liber. 


This Letter was writ in ſuch excelent 


; Latin, was ſo full of Conceits , and-all 
| the expreſſions ſo ſuted ro the geni#s of 
the King, that he inquired the Orat: rs 

| name, 
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name, and then ask'd W:il;am Eail of 
Pembroke, if he knew him ? whoſe an- 
{wer was, That he knew him wery wells 
ard, that he was his Kinſman.but he love 
him more for hu learning anduertue,than 


{i 
; 
; 
» 


for that he was of his name and family, © 
At which anſwer the King ſmil'd , and : 
ask'd the Earl leave, that he might love + 


him too; for, he took him to be the Fewel 
of that Univerſity, 
Thenext occaſion that he had to ſheyy 


bis great Abilities, was, with them, to | 


ſhew alſo his great affetion to that 
Church in which he received his 3 


tiſm ; and, of which he profeft himſelf 


a member, and the occafion was this : 
There was one Andrew Melvin, .a Gen- 
tleman of Scotland, who was in his own 
Countrey pofleſt with an averſneſs, if 
not a hatred of Church-government by 
Biſhops z and, he ſeem'd to have a like 


averineſs to aur manner of Publick Wore © 


hip, and of Church-prayers and Cereme- 


mies, This Gentleman had travail'd 


France, and relided fo long in Genew4,9s 
ro 


— 
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to have his Opinions the more confirm'd 
in him by the praRtice of that places 
from which he return'd into England 
ſome ſhort time before, or immediately 
after Mr, Herbert was made 0rator, This 
Mr, Melvin was a manof learning, and 
was the Maſter of a great wit, a wit full 
of knots and clenches : a wit ſharp and 
Ctyrical g exceeded, I think,by gone of 
that Nation, but their Bucanon, At Mr, 
Melvins return hither, he writ and ſcat- 


| rered in Latin, many pieces-of his wic 


agamft our Altars, our Prayers, and our 
Publick Worſhip of God 3 in which; Mr. 


' Herbert took himſelf ro be ſo much 


concern'd, that as faſt as Melvin' writ 
and ſcatter'd chem,Mr Herbert writ and 
ſcatter'd anſwers, and reflections of the 
ſame-ſharpneſs, upon him and them, I 
think, to the ſatisfaction of all un-inga- 
ged perſons, But,this Mr, Melvin,was 
nor only ſo buſie againſt the Church, bur 
at laſt ſo bold with the Xing and Sate, 


' that herail'd, and writ himſelf into the 


Tower; at which time, the Lady Ara- 
C 2 bells 
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bella; was an innoceat priſoner there, 
and, he, pleas'd himſelf much in ſend- 
ing chenext day after his Commitment, 
theſe two Verſes to the good Lady ; 
which, I will nnder- write, becauſe they 
may give the Reader a taſte of his 0- 
thers, which were like theſe. 
Caiſa tibi necum eft communss, Carcery, oAya- 
Bella ; tibs cauſaicft, Araque ſacra nubs. 
. + ſhall not trouble my Reader with an 
account of his enlargement from thar 
Priſon, or his Death z bur tell him, Mr, 
Herherts Verſes were thought ſo worthy 
co-.be preſerv'd, that Dr, Duport the 
leazned..Dean of Peterborough , hath 
lately colle&ted, and caus'd them to be 
ptinted, as an honourable memorial of 
his friend Mr, George Herbert , and the 
Cauſe he SECT | 
And,in order co my third, and laſt 
obſervation of his great Abilities, it 
will be needtul ro declare, that about 
this time King Fames came very often 
t0-hunt at Newmarket and Royſton ; 
an 


| 
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and was almoſt as often invited to Cam- 
bridee, where his entertainment was ſu- 
red ro his pleaſant humor *, R 
and where Mr,George Herbert , a 19 
was to welcome him with mw. 
Gratulations,and the Applaus 

ſes of: an Orator ; which he alwayes 
perform'd ſo well, that he ſtill grew 
more into the Kings favour; inſomuch, 
that he had a particular appointment to 
attend His Majeſty at RoyFoyn, where af- 
ter a Diſcourſe with him, His Majeſty 
declar'd to his Kinſman,the Earl of Pex- 
broke, That he found the Orators learning 
and wiſdom, much above his age or wit, 
The year following, the King appoint- 
ed to'end His progrels at Cambridee,and 
ro ſtay: there certain dayesz at which 
time; he was attended by the great Se- 
cretary of Nature, and all Learning, Sir 
Francis Bacon ( Lord YVirulam ) and by 
the ever memorable and learned Dr, 4»- 
drews Biſhop of Winchefter,both which 
did at that time begin a defir'd friend-' 


& fhipwithour orator. : Upon whom the 


C4 fiſt 
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firſt put ſuch a value on his judgement, 
thar he uſually deſtr'd his approbation, 
before he wouldexpoſe any of his Books 
to be printed z and thought him ſo wor- 
thy of his friendſhip, that having Tran- 
flated many of the Prophet Davids 
Pſalms into Engliſh Verſe; he made 
George Herbert his Patron of them, by a 
pablick dedication of them to him, as 
the beſt Judge of Divine Poetry, And, 
for che learned Biſhop, it is obſervable, 
char at thar time, there fell ro be a mo- 
deft debate about Predeſtination , and 
Santtity of life, of both which,the Ora- 
tor did not long after fend the Biſhop 
ſome ſafe and uſefal 4phoriſms,in a long 
Lerter written in Greek; which, was (0 
remarkable for the language, and mat- 
rer, that after the reading of it, the Bi- 
ſhop pat it into his boſom, and did often 
ſhew it to Scholars, both of this, and 
forteign Nations 5 but did alwayes re- 
tarn it back to the place where he firſt 
lods'd it, and contitu'd it fo near his 
heatr, till che laſt day of his life, 7 

0 
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To theſe, I might add the long and 
intire friendſhip berwixt him and Sir 
Henry Wotton,and Dr, Donne,but F have 
promis'd to contract my ſelf, and ſhall 
therefore only add -one teſtimony to 
what is alſo mentioned in the Lite of 
Dr. Donne 3 namely, that a little before 
his death, he cauſed many Seals to be 
made, and in them to be ingraven the fi- 
gure of Chriſt crucified on an Anchor , 
which is the emblem of hope , and of 
which Dr. Doxne would often ſay, Crux 


| mihi Anchora, Theſe Seals, he ſent co 


moſt of thoſe friends on which he pur a 

valueg and, at Mr, Herberts death,theſe 

Verſes were found wrapt up with that 

= which was by the Doctor given to 
im. 


When my dear Friend,could write no morey 
He gave this Seal, and, ſo gave ore. / 
T ( ſure, 
When winds and waves riſe higheſt am 
This Anchor keeps mvy Faith, i _ ſe- 
cure, 
C4 At 
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At this time of being orator, he had 
learnt co underſtand the Jtalian, Spanſb, 
and: French Tongues very pertetly ; ho- 
pig, that as his Predeccflor ;. ſo he 
might in time attain the place of a Se- 
cretary of State, being then high in the 
Kings fayour ; and, not meanly valued 
and.loy'd by the moſt eminent and moſt 
powertul of the Court Nobllity : This, 
and. the love of. 2 Court-converſation 
' Mixt: with a laudab e ambition to. be 
ſomething more then he then was,drew 
him often from Cambridze to attend 
the: King , who then gave him a Sine 
Cure, which fell into His Majeſties dif- 
poſal,l think ,by the-death of the Biſhop 
of St. Aſaph, Tt was the ſame, that 
Queen Elizabeth had formerly given ro 
her Favourite Sir Philip Sidney ; and va- 
lyed to be worth '120 1, per Annum, 
With this, and his Annuity, and the ad- 
yantage of his Colledge, and of his 
Oratorſhip, he enjoy'd his gentile hu- 
mour for « loaths, and Court-like com- 
pany, and ſeidom look'd towards Cam- 
bridze, 


;þ 
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bride, galeſs the King were there, and 
then he never fail'd , bur,at other times, 
left the manage of his Orators place, to 
his learned friend Mr, Herbert Thor 
dike, who is now Prebend of Weſtmin- 
er. 
4 I may not omit to teil, that he had 
often defign'd rv leave the Univerſity, 
and decline all Study, which he judg'd 
did impair his health ; for he had a body 
apt to Conſumption, and to Fevers, and 
other inftimities which he judg d were 
increas'd by iis Studies z for he would 
often ſay, He had a Wit, like a Pen-knife 
in a narrow Sheath, too ſharp for his Body : 
But his Mother would by no m-ans al- 
low him to leave the Univerſity, or to 
Travel; to which, though he inclin'd 
very much, yet he would by no means 
ſatisfie his own deſires ar ſo dear a rate,as 
to prove an undutiful Son to ſo affeEio- 
nate a Mother bur, did alwayes ſubmit 
to her wiſdom: And, what I have nol 
ſaid, may partly appear in a Copy of 


'Yerles 1n his printed Poems; 'ris one of 


thoſe 
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thoſe that bears the title of Affiion + | 


And it appears to be a pious refletion 
on Gods providence, and ſome paſſages 
of his lite, and in which he ſayes, 


| Hert as my birth and ſþirit rather 
|; { took 
The way that takes the Town : 
Thou did ſs bitray me to a lingering 
( Book, 
And wrap me in aGown, 
Ima intagled in aWorld of ſtrife, 
Before I had the power to —_ K 
& 


Tet for 1 threatned oft the Siege to 
( raiſe, 
Not ſimpring all mine age : 
Thos often didjt wth Academick praiſe, 
Melt, a«d diſſolve my race ; 


PF rok the ſweetned Pill, till I came 


( where 


T could not go away, nor perſevere, 
Tet, 
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Tet, leaft perchance, I fbonld too happy be 
__ _ Jn my unhappineſs; 

Turning my purge to food, thin throweff 


( me 


Into more ſickneſſes, 
Thus doth thy power, Croſs-byas me , not 
( making 
Thine own gifts gud yet, me from my 
( wayes taking, 


Now 1 am here , what thou wilt do with 
(ms 

None of my Books will ſhew : 
T read, and fich , and wiſh I were 4 
( Tyree, 
For then ſure 1 ſhould grow 
To fruit or ſhade z at leaft , ſome Bird 
( wonld truſt 
Ber Howſhold with me, and I would be 
(j#f. 


Tet 
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Tet, though i hou troubleſt me, 1 muſt be / 
THE : ( meek ; 

In weakneſs muſt be ſtont : | 
wel, 1 will change my ſervice, and 70 
; | (ſeek 


/ 


ni" IE 


Some other Maſter out : 

| Ah my dear God! thouch 1 am clean 

| (forge, 

Les me mot lowe thee, if I love thee 
(no, 


G. H. 
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In this time of Mr, Herberts attend- 
ance and expeRation of ſome good 0c- 
cafion to remove him from Cambridee, 
| to Court, God, in whom there is an 
|» Unſeen Chainof Cauſes, did in a ſhort 
| time 


D 
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timeput anend to the lives of . two of 
his moſt oblieging and moſt powerful 
friends, Lodowick Duke of Richmond, 
and Fames Marqueſs of Hamilton, and 
not Jong after him, King Fames dyed, 
and with them, all Mr, Herbert's Court- 
hopes: So that he preſently berook 
himſelf to a retreat from London, to a 
friend in Xerxt, where he liv'd very pri- 
vately, and was ſucha lover of ſolicari- 
neſs, as was judg'd to impair his health, 
In this time of Retirement, he had ma- 
ny conflicts with himſelf, Whether he 
ſhould return to the painted pleaſures 
of a Court-life, or betake himſelt to a 
ſtudy of Divinity, andenter into Sacred 
Orders: (to which his dear Mother had 
often perſwaded him ) Theſe werefuch 
conflicts , as they only can know,. that 
have endur'd them; for, ambitious de- 
ſires, and the outward. gloty of this 
World, are not eaſily laid aſide but, 
0d inclin'd him to Purbn a re{g- 
lation to ſerve at his Altar, 


He 
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He did at his return to Londos, ac- 


- quaint a Court-friend with his reſoluti- 


On to enter into Sacred Orders,who per- 
(waded him to alter it, as too megn an 
employment, and too much belowy his 
birth, and the excellenc abilicies and 
endowments of his mind. To whom 
he replied, 1: hath been formerly judg'd, 
that the Domeſtick Servants of the K ing 
of Heaven, ſhould be of the nobleſt Fami- 
lies on Earth : and, thaugh the Tniguity 
of the late Times have made Cleroy-men 
meanly valued, and the ſacred name of 
Prieſt contemptible; yet, I will labour to 
make jt hononrable,by conſecrating all m 
learning .,and all my. poor abilities, to 's 
wance the glory of that God that gave 
thems. knowing , that I can never dotos 
wuch for him, that hath done ſo much for 
we, 45 10 make me « Chriſtian. And I will 
Liboxr to be like my Saviour, by . making 
Humility lovely in the eyes of all men, 
and by following the merciful and meck 
m_ of my dear Feſwus. 

This was then his reſolution, mn = 
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God of Conftancy, who intended him 
for a great exam, le of virtue,continued 
him 4n its for within that year ' he was 
made Deacon, but the day when, or by 
whom, 1 cannot learn z but that he was 
about that time made Deacon , is moſt 
certain s for I find by the Records of 
Lincoln, that he was made Prebend of 
Layton Eccleſia, in the Dioces of Lin- 
coly, Fuly 15, 1626, and that this Pre- 
bend was given him, by Febn,then Lord 
Biſhop of that See, And now,he had a 
fir occaſion to ſhew that Piety and 
Bounty that was deriv'd from his gene- 
rous Mother, and his other memorable 
Anceſtors, and the occafion was this, 
This Layton Eccleſia, is a Village 
neat tO Spaiden in the County of Hun- 
tington, and the greateſt part of the Pa- 
riſh Church was fala down, and that of 
which ſtood, was ſo decayed, (o little, 
and fo uſeleſs, that the Pariſhioners 
could not meet to perform their Dut y 
to God in publick prayer and praiſes 5 
nd thus ic had been for aimoſt 20 years, 
10 
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in which time there had been ſome faint 
endeayours for a publick Colle&ion, to 
enable: the Pariſhioners to rebuild 1t ; 
but, with no ſucceſs, till Mr Herbert un- 
dertook-it ; and he, by his own,and the 
contribution of many of his Kindred, 
and other, noble Friends, undertook the 
Re-edification of it;-and, made it ſo 
mach his whole bufineſs,that he became 
reſtleſs, till he ſaw it finiſht as-it now 
ſtands; being, for the workmanſhip, a 
coſtly Moſaick : for the form, an exat? 


Croſs 3, and, for the decency and beau-. 


ty, I am aſſur'd it is the moſt remark- 
able Pariſh- Church,that this Nation af- 
fords,He liv'd to ſee ic ſo Wainſcoated, 
as to be exceeded by none; and, by his 
order,the Reading Pew,and Pulpit, were 
alittle diſtant from each other,and both 
of -an equal height z for, he would oft- 
en lay, 7 hey ſhould neither have a prece- 
dency er priority of the other : but, that 
Prayer.and Preaching being equally uſe- 
ful, might agree like Brethren, and have 
an equal hononr and eſtimation, 

Before 
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Before I proceed farther, I muſt look 
back to the time of Mr, Herb:rts being 
made Prebend, and tell the Reader,thar 
not long after , his Mother being in- 
form'd of h's intentions to Rebu 1d that 
Church 3 and, apprehending the great 
trouble and charge that he was like to 
draw upon himfſclt; his Relations , and 
Friends, before it could be finiſht , ſent 
for him from London to Chelſey ( where 
he then dwe't ) and at his coming, ſaid-- 
George, I ſent for you, to perſuade you to 
commit $imony, by ztving your Patren 4s + 
good a gift as he has givento you ; name- 
ly , that you give him back his Prebend ; 
for, George, it not for your weak boay, 


1 and empty purſe, to undertake to build 


Churches, 1 owhichhe delir'd he might 
have a Dayes time to conſider, and then 
make ner an Anſwer: And at his re- 
turnto herat thenext Day,when he had 
firſt defired her bleſſing, and ſhe given 
it him, his next requeſt was, That [he 
would at the 'Age of Thirty three Tears, 
allow him to become an nnautiful Son 
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for,be had made a kind of Vow to God,that 
if he were able, he would Re-build that 
Church : And then, ſhew'd her ſuch rea- 
fons for bis reſolution, that ſhe preſent- 
ly ſubſcribed to be one of his Bene- 
faors, and undertook to follicit Wl- 


liam Earl of Pembroke , to be another, 


who ſubſcribed for 50 /, and not long 


after, by a witty, and perſuaſive Letter 


from Mr, Herbert, made it 501, more, 
And in this nomination of fome of his 
Benefacors, Fames Duke of Lenox,and 
his brother Sir Hexry Herbert, ought to 


be remembred ; and the bounty of Mr. 


Nicholas Farrer , and Mr. Foby Wood 
not; the one,a Gentleman in the Neigh- 


bourhood of Zeyton, and the other, a | 
Goldſmith in Fofter-lane, London, ought © 
net to be forgotten ; for the memory | 


of ſuch men onght to our-live their 


lives, Of Mr, Farrer, I ſhall hereafter 


give an account in a more ſeaſonable 
place; but before I proceed farther , I 
will give this ſhort account of Mr, Fobz 
Fooans, 
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He wis a man, that had conlſicer'd, 
oyer-grown Eftates do ofteh ttquite 
more care 2nd watchfulneſs to preſerve, 
than ger themh ; and, chat there be ma- 
ny Diſcontefits, that Riches cure not ; 
atid dd rherefore (& 1;mits to himfelf 
as ro the defireof wealth : And having 
attin'd fo tuch as ro bt able ro ſhew 
ſome thercy to the Poor, arid pteſtrvea \ 
comperertce for himſelt , he dedicated | 
the remdinihg part ot his life to the fer-, 
vice of God; and beittg uſeful for lis ' 
Ftterids, he prov'd to be fo to Mt. Hef- 
birt; for, befide his own boutity , [ic 
collected atidreturn'd moft 'of the my- 
ney that wis paid fot the Re-building 


| of that © hurch; he Kepr all che ac- 


count of the charges , hd would often 
go down to ſtate thetn, atid ſee all che 
Wotkrmen paid, Wheti I have ſaid, 
that this good man wis a uſeful Ftrend 
to Mr, Herberts Father, to his Mother, 
and contittaed to be fo r6 him, till he 
clos'd his eyes on his Death-bed, I 
k will fotbeat co ſay more, cill I have the 
[ D 2 « NEXT 
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next fair occaſion to mention the holy 
friendſhip that was betwixt him,and Mr, 
Herbert, | 

About the year 1629, and the 34 
of his Age, Mr, Herbert was (eiz'd with 
a ſharp 2xotidian Azue,and thought to 
remove it by the change of Airy to 
which end, he went to Woodford in E[- 


«a. * 


ſex, but thi her more chiefly, roenjoy | 


the company of his beloved Brother , 
Sir Henry Herbert, and other Friends, 
In his Houſe he remain'd about Twelve 


Months, and there became his own | 
Phyſitian, and cur'd himſelf of his ' 


Ague, by forbearing Drink, and eating 
no Meat, no not Mutton, nor a Hen, or 
Pidgeon, unleſs they were ſalted z and 
by ſucha conſtant Dyet, he remov'd his 
Ague, but with inconveniencies that 
were worſe ; for he brought upon him- 
ſelf a diſpoſition to Rheums, and other 
at, and a ſuppoſed Conſumpti- 
on, Anditis to be Noted, that in the 
ſharpeſt of his extream Fits , he wou!d 
often ſay, Lord abate my great affliction, 
an 
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and increaſe my patience ; but, Lord, 1 
repine not, I am dumb, Lord, before thee, 
becauſe thow doeſt it, By which, anda 
ſanQified ſubmiſſion ro the Will of 


. God , he ſhewed he was inclinable to 


bear the {weert yoke of Chriſtian Diſ- 
cipline, both then, and in the latterparc 
of hislifes of which,there will be ma- 
ny true Teſtimonies, 

And now his care was to recover from 
his Conſumption by a change, from 
Woodford into ſuch an Air as was moſt 


proper to that end, And his remove 


was from Woodford to Dantſey in Wilt- 
ſhire , a noble Houfe which ſtands in 
a choice Air, the owner of it then was, 
the Lo:d Danvers Earl of Danby, who 
lov'd Mr, Herbert much, and allow'd 
him ſuch an apartment in that Houſe, as 
might beſt ſute Mr, Herberts accomo- 
dation and liking, And, in this place, 
by a ſpare Dyer, declining all perplex- 
ing Studies, moderate exerciſe, and a 
chearful converſation, his health was 
apparently improv'd to a good degree, 
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-of ſtrength and cheartulneſs: And then, 
he declar'd his reſolution to marry, and 
£0 enter infg the Sacred orders of Prieſt- 
hopd : Theſe had lang heen the delires 
of his Mather,and his oti:er Relations; | 
bur, ſhe liv'd not to (Ee eigher : for, ſhe 
dyed in the year 1623. ' And, though 
he. was diſobgdient tg her about Layton 
Church, yet, in copiormity. to her will, 
he kept his Fellowſhip in Cambrigee, 
and his Oragors place, Fill atrer her 
deaths, and then, ceclia'd hogh : Ang, 
the. laſt , the wore willingly ; that he 
might be ſucceedgd by his friend Rebert 
Creighton, Who now iS Dr. Creighton, 
and ghe worthy Deap-of Wells, _ 

I ſhall now proceed to bis Martiage, 
:1n4 order to which, , i will be. conveni- 
"ent that I firſt give the Reader a ſhore 
view-of his perſon, and. then, ag account 
of his Wife, and. of ſome cirgeumſiagy 
88 concerning both, — He was far his 
Pexſon,of a ſtature inclining towards tall- 
we(s Z hes. bedy Wes Ver) ſtrait. and ſe far 
from. being cumbred with tao much fiſh 
i; (3 that 
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that he was lean to an extremity, Hts aſ- 
ped was chearful, and his ſpeech and mo- 
tion did both declare him a Gentleman 5 
and were all ſo mcek and oblieging , that 

both then, and at his death , he was ſaid 
to have no Enemy, | 
Theſe, and his other viſible vertues, 
begot him ſo much love from a Gentle- 
man of a Noble fortune, and a near 
Kinſman to his friend the Earl of Dan- 
by ; namely, from Mr, Charles Danvers 
of Bainten, in the County of Wilts 
Eſq; That Mr, Danvers having known 
him long,and familiarly, did ſo much at- 
fect himythat he often,and pubilckly de- 
clar'd a deſire that Mr. Herbert would 
matry any of his Nine Daughters ( for 
he had ſo many ) but rather, his Daugh- 
ter Fane, than any other, becauſe Faxe 
was his beloved Daughter: And he had 
often ſaid the ſame to Mr, Herbert him- 
ſelf; and, that if he could like her for 
a Wite, and ſhe him for a Husband, Faxe 
ſhould have a double bleſſing : And Mr, 
Danvers had ſo often ſaid the like to 
D 4 Fant, 
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Fane,and ſo much commended Mr, Hex- 
bert to her, that Fane became ſo much . 
a Platonick, as to fall in love with Mr, 
Herbert unſeen, 

This was a fair preparation for a 
Marriage; burtalas, her father dyed be- 
fore Mr, Herberts retirement to Dant- 
ſey3 yer {ome friends to both parties, 
procur'd their meeting; at which time , 
- a mutual afﬀe&ion entered into both 
their hearts z and as a Conqueror, enters 
into a ſurprized City, ſo Love having 
got that poſſeſſion govern'd, and made 
there ſuch Laws and Refo utions,as nei- 
ther part! was able torefſiſt ; inſomuch, 
that ſhe chang'd her name into Her- 
bert, the third day after this firſt Inter- 
view. 

This haſte, might in others be 
thovght a Love-phrenſie, or worſe, but 
It was not; for they wooed ſolike Prin- 
ces, as to have (ele Proxies ; ſuch, as 
were fiiends to both parties; ſuch, as 
well unde. flood Mr, Herberts, and her 
pemper of mind ; and, their Eſtates ſo 

| well, 
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well, before this Interview,that, the ſud 
denneſs was juſtifiable, by the ſtrifteſt 
Rp'es of -prudence : And, the more, 
becauſe it prov'd ſo happy to both par- 
ties; for, the eternal lover of Mankind, 
made them happy in each others mutu- 
al affections, and compliance z ſo hap- 
py,that there never was any oppoſition 
betwixt them, unleſs it were a Conteſt 
which ſhould moſt incline to a compli- 
ance with the others deſires, And, 
though tliis begot, and continued in 
them, ſuch a mutual love and joy, and 
content, as was no way defective ; yer, 
this mntual content and love, and joy, 
did receive a daily augmentation , by 
ſuch daily obligingneſs ro each other, as 
ſtill added ſuch new affluences to the 
former fu'neſs of theſe divine Souls, as 
was only improvable in Heaven, where 
they now enjoy It, 

About three months after his Marri- 
age, Dr, Curle, who was then Rector 
of Remertos in Wiltſhire, was made Bi- 
ſhop of Bath and Wells, ( and not long 

aker 
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after Tranſlated tro Wincheſter ) and by 
that means the preſentation of a Clerk 
£0 Bemerton, did not fall to the Earl of 
Pembroke ( who was the undoubted Pa- 
cron of it ) but to the King, by reaſon 
of Dr. Carles advancement : But Phi- 
lip, then Earl of Pembroke ( for Wil- 
liam was lately dead ) requeſted the 
King to beſtow ic upon his Kinſman, 
George Herbert ; and the King ſaid, Moſf 
will;nglyto My, Herbert, if it were worth 
his acceptance: And the Earl as wil- 
lingly and ſuddenly ſent it him, with- 
out ſeeking; bur though Mr, Herbert 
had formerly put on a reſo'ution for the 
Clergy : yet, the apprehenſion of the 
laſt great Account that he was to make 
for the Cure of {o many Souls, made 
him faſt and pray, and conſider, for not 
leſs than a month: in which time , he 
had ſome reſolutions to decline both the 
Prieſthood, and that living. And 1n this 
time of conſidering, Ze cadur'd ( as he 
would often ſay) ſuch ſpiritual Conflicts, 
45 none can think, but only thoſe that have 
exflgr d them. In 
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Ia the midſt of theſe Conflidts, his 
old and dear friend Mr, Fohu Woodnet, 
took a journey to ſalute him at Baintox 
( where he then was with his Wives 
Friends and Relacions) and was joytul to 
be an Eye-witneſs of his Health, and 
happy Marriage. And after they had 
rejoyc'd together ſome few dayes, they 
two,took a Journey to Filter, the fa- 
mous Seat of the Earls of Pembroke ; 
a which time, the King, the Ear], and 
the whole Court were there , or at $4- 
lisbury, which is nearroir, Art which 
time Mr, Herbert preſented his Thanks 
to. the Earl, for his- preſentation to Be- 
#eri0z , but had not yer refolv'd to ac- 
cept of it, and told him the reaſon why 
bur that Night, the Earl acquainted Dr. 
Laud, xrhe Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
with his Kinſ{mans irreſolution. And 
the Biſhop did the next day ſo convince 
Mr. Herbert, That the refuſal of it was 
8 fn.; that a Taylor was ſent for tq 
come {peedily from Salizsbary to Wilton, 
to take meaſure, and make him _ 
nica 
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nical Cloaths, againſt next day , which 
the Taylor did; and Mr, Herbert being 
ſo habired, went with his preſentation 
to the learned Dr, Davenant, who was 
then Biſhop of Salisbury , and he gave 
him Inſtitution immediarely (for Mr, 
Herbert had been made Deacon ſome 
years before ) and he was alſo the ſame 
day (which was April 26, 1630, ) in- 
duR<d into the good and more pleaſant, 
than healthful Parſonage of Bemerton, 
which is a Mile from Salwbury, | 

T1 have now broucht him to his Par- 
ſonage of Bemerton, and to the Thirty 
ſixth Tear of his Age, and muſt now 
ſtop, and beſpeak the Read:r to prepare for 
an almoſt incredible ſtory, of the oreat 
ſantity of the ſhort remainder of his hs- 
ly life ; a life ſo full of Charity, Humili- 
19, a#d all Chriſtian wertues, that it d:- 
ſerves the eloquence of St, Chryſvſtom 
to commend and declare it, A life, that 
if it were related by a Per like his, there 
would then be no need for this Age to 
look back into times paſt for the —_— 
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7 primitive prety 3 for they might be all 
ound in the life of George Hetbetrr, 
But now, alas, who # fit toundertake it, I 
confeſs I am not, and am not pleas'd with 
my ſelf this muſt 5-and profeſs my ſelf 
amaz d, when I conſider how few of the 
Clerey liv'd like himthen ; and,how ma- 
wy live ſo unlike him now: But it be- 
comes not me to cenſure, my deſign is ra- 
ther to aſſure the Reader , that I have 
wſed wery great diligence to inform my 
elf, that I might inform him of the 
truth of what follows, and I will ds that 
with ſincerity. 

When at his Induction he was ſhue 
into Bemerton Church, being lett there 
alone to Toll the Bell, as the Law re- 
quires himz he ſtaid/ſo much longer 
than an ordinary time, bor hereturn'd 
to his Friends that ſtaid' expeting him 
at the Church-door , that his Friend, 
Mr, Woednot, looked in at the Church- 
window, and ſaw him lie proſtrate on 
the ground before the Altar : at which 
time and place (as he after told Mr, 
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Woodnet ) he ſet ſome Rules ro him- 
ſelf, for the future manage of his life 
and then and there made a yow, to 
labour to keep them, | 
And che ſame Night that he had his 
Induction, he faid co Mr. Weodyot, 1 now 
look back upon my aſpiring thonghts, and 
think my ſelf more happy than if 1 had at- 
tain'd what 1 ſo ambitionſly thirſttd fav : 
And, I can now behold the Conrt with ap 
impartial Eye, and ſee plainly, that it is 
made up of Frand, and Titles, and Flat- 
tery, and many other ſuch empty, imagi- 
nary painted Pleaſures, Pleaſures, that 
are (o empty, as not to ſatisfie when they 


ave enjoy'd ; but, in God and hit ſervice, . 
is a falneſs of all joy and pleaſure, and io” 


ſatiety : And 1 will now nſc all my endea- 
vonrs is bring my Relations and Depens 
dants to a love and reliance on him; tho 
never fails theſe that truſt him But ahove 
all, I will be ſure ts live well. becauſe the 
wertnowus life of a Clerey- man, is the moſt 


powerful eloquence to per (wade all that ſee 


it, to reverence and love, and at leaſt to * 


deſire 


\ 
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defirs to live like him, Andthis I will 
do, becauſe Tknow we live inan Age that 
hath more need of 200d examples , than 
precepts, And T beſeech that God, who 
hath honeur d me ſo much as to call me to 
ſerve at his Altar : that, as by his ſpe- 
cial grace he hath put into my heart theſe 
g00d deſires, and reſolutions: ſo, he mill 
by his aſſiſting grace enable me to bring the 
ſame to good effett ; and, thet my humble 
and charitable life, may ſo win upon 
others, as to bring glory tomy Feſws, whom 
I have thi day taken to be my Maſter and 
Governor, and am ſoproudof his ſervice, 
that Twill alwayes obſerve, and obey, and 
do his Will, and alwayes call him Feſwus 
ory Maſter : and I will alwayes contemn 
my birth,or any title or diznity that can be 
conferr a upon me, when 1 ſhall compare 
them with any title of being a Prieſt, © 
and ſerving at the Altar of Feſus my 
Maſter. 

And that he did (o, may appear in ma- 
ny parts of his Book of Sacred Poems ; 
efpecially , in that which he calls zhe 
0 0ur, 
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Odour, In which he ſeems to rejoyce 
in his thoughts of that word Jeſus, and 
to ſay the adding theſe words my Maſter 
ro it, and the often repetition of them, 
ſeem'd to perſume his mind, and leave 
an oriental tragrancy in his very breath, 
And for his unforc'd choice to ſerve at 
Gods Altar, he ſeems in another place 
(the Pearl, Matth, 13,) to rejoyce 
and (ſay-- He knew the wayes of Learning * 


/ knew what natnre does willinely, and 


what, when tw forc'd by fire : knew the 
es of honour, and when glory inclines 
the Soul to noble expreſſions ; knew the 
Court ; knew the wayes of pleaſure , of 
love, of wit , of muſick , and upon what 
terms he declined all theſe for the ſervice 
of his Maſter Feſus; and concludes, 
aying , | 
That , through theſe Labyrin:hs, not my 
(groveline Wit : 
But, thy Silk-twiſt, let down from Heaven 
(fo mes; 
Did,both con”utt, and teach me how by it, 
To climb to thee: 
The 
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The third day after he was made 
Rector of Bemertox, and had chang'd 
his ſword and ſilk Cloaths into a Cano- 
nical Coat; he return'd ſo habited with 
his friend Mr,WWcodynot to Bainton : And, 
immediately after he had ſeen and (alu- 
ted his Wire, he ſaid to her-—Yows are 
now a Miniſters Wife, and muff now ſo far, 
forget your fathers houſe, as not toclaim a 
precedence of any of your Pariſhioners , 
= for you are to know, that a Prieſts Wife 
can challenge no precedence or place , but 
that which ſhe purchaſes by ber obliging 
humility ; and, I am ſure.places ſo pnrcha- 
ſed, do beſt become them, And, let me 
cdl you, That I am ſo good a Herald,as to 
aſſure you that this is truth, And ſhe was 
{omeeka Wife,as to aſſure him it was no 
vexing News to her, and that he ſheuld ſee 
her obſerve it with a chearful willingneſs, 
And indeed her unforc'd humility, thar 
humility that was in her ſo original, as to 
be born with her, made her ſo happy as 
todoſo; and her doing ſo, begor her 
an unfeigned loye, and a ferviceable 
E reſpet 
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reſpe& from all that converſt with her 
and this love followed her-1n all places, 
as inſeparably, as ſhadows follow ſub- 
ſtances in Snn-ſhine, 

It was not many dayes before he re- 
turn'd back to Bemerton, to view the 
Church, and repair the Chancel ; and 
indeed, ro re-build three parts of his 
houſe which was falln down by reaſon 
of his Predeceſlors living at a better Par- 
ſonage houſe ; namely, at Minal, 16 or 


20 miles from this place, At which | 


time of Mr, Herberts coming alone to 
Bemerton, there came to him a poor old 
Woman, with an intent to acquaint him 
with her necefſitous condition, and with 
ſome troubles of her mind, but after 
ſhe had ſpoke ſome few words to him, 
ſhe was ſurpriz'd with a fear and ſhort- 
neſs of breath, ſo that her ſpirits and 
ſpeech fail'd herz which he perceiving, 
did ſo compaſhonate her, thar he took 
her by the hand,and ſaid, Speak good Mo- 
ther, be %%t afraid to ſpeak to mes for, 


1 am 4 man that will hear you with pats- \ 


ence) 
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ence 3 and will relieve your neceſſities too, 
if I be able: and this I will do willinely, 
- | and therefore, Mother , be not afraid to 
acquaint me with what you deſire, After 
which comfortable ſpeech , he again 
took her by the hand, made her fit down 
by him, and underſtanding ſhewas of his 
Pariſh, he told her, He would be acquaint- 
ed with her, and take her into his care : 
And having with patience heard and 
underſtood her wants ( and ir is ſome 
relief ro be but heard with patience) 
he comforted her by his meek behavi- 
our and counſel z but becauſe that coſt 
him nothing , he reliey'd her with mo- 
ney too, and fo ſent her home with 
a chearful heart, praiſing God, and 
praying for him, Thus worthy, and 
(like Davids bleſſed man ) thus lowly, 
was Mr, George Herbert in his own 
eyes, 

Ac his return that Night to his Wite 
at Bainton,he gave her an account of the 
paſſages *twixt him and the poor Wo- 
$ man, with which ſhe oy ſo en 
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ſhe went next day to Salzbry,and there 
bought a pair of Blankets,and ſent them 
as a Token of her love to the poor 
Woman,and with them a Meſſage, That 
ſhe would ſee and be acquainted with 
her, when her houſe was built at Bemer- 
ron, 

There be many ſuch paſſages both 
of him and his Wife, of which , ſome 
few will be related ; but I ſhall firſt tell, 
that he haſted to get the Pariſh-Church 
repair'd ; then, to beautifie. the Chap- | 
pel { which ſtands near his houſe ) and 
thatat his own great charge. He then 

roceeded to re- build the Parſonage- 

ouſe, which he did alſo very compleat- 
ly, and at his own charge z and having 
done this good work, he caus'd thele | 
Verſes to be writ upon , or ingraven in 
-——_ of the Chimney in his 
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TO MY 


SUCCESSOR. 


If thou chance for to find 
A new Houſe to thy mind , 
And built without thy Coft : 

Be good to the Poor, 
E::--- God gives thee ſtore, 
And then,my Labor's not loſt, 


We will now by the Readers favour 
ſuppoſe him fixt at Bemerton, and grant 
him to have ſeen che Church repair'd, - 
and the Chappel belonging to it very 
decently adorn'd, at his own great 
charge ( which is areal Truth) and ha- 
q ving now fixt him there, [ ſhall proceed 
to give an account of the reſt of his be- 
haviour to his Pariſhioners, and thoſe 


many others that knew him, 
l E 3 Doubtleſs 
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Doubtleſs Mr, Herbert had confider'd 
and given Rules to himſelf for his Chri- 
ſtian carriage both to God and man be- 
fore he enter'd into Holy Orders, And 
"tis not unlike, but that he renewed 
thoſe reſolutions at his proſtration be- 
fore the Holy Altar, at his Induction in- 
to the Church of Bemerton ; but as yet 
he was but a Deacon, and therefore 
long'd for the next Ember-week, that he 
might be ordain'd Prieſt, and made ca- 
pable of adminiſtring both the Sacra- | 
ments, Ar which time, the Reverend 
Dr. Humphrey Hinchman, now Lord Bi- 
ſhop of London ( who does not mention 
him, but with ſome veneration for the 
life and excellent learning of Mr.George | 
Herbert) tells me, He laid his hand on 
My, Herberts Head, and( alas ! ) within 
leſs than three Years, lent his Shoulder to | 
carry his dear Friend to his Grave. 

And,that Mr. Herbert might the bet- | 
ter preſerve thoſe holy Rules which ſuch | 
a Prieſt as he intended to be, ought to 
obſerve; and, that time might not in- 
ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly blot them out of his memory, 
but the next year ſhew him his varitt- 
ons from this years reſolutions; he there- 
fore, did ſer down his Rules in that order, 
as the World now ſees them printed in 
a little Book,call'd,The Conntrey Parſon, 
in which ſome of his Rules are: 


The Parſons Knowledge, 

The Parſon on Sundayes, 

The Parſon Praying. 

The Parſon Preaching, 

The Parſons Charity. 

The Parſon comforting the Sick, 
The Parſon Argring. 

The Parſon Condeſcending. 
The Parſon in his Fotrney, 
The Parſon in his Mirth, 

The Parſon with his Church-wardens, 


The Parſons Bleſſing the People, 


And his behaviour toward God and 
man,may be ſaid to be a practical Con- 
ment on theſe,and the other holy Rules 
ſet dewn in that uſeful Book, A Book, 
4 {0 
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ſo full of plain,prudent and uſefnl Rules, 
that, that Conntrey Parſon, that can 
ſpare 124, and yet wants it, is ſcarce 
excuſable 3 becauſe it will both dire& 
him what he is to do, and convince him 
for not having done ir, 

At the Death of Mr, Herbert , this 
Book fell into the hands of his friend 
Mr,Woodnot; and he commended it in- 
to the truſty hands of Mr. Bar, oly. who 
publiſh't it with a moſt conſcientious , 
and excellent Preface; from which I 
have had ſome of thoſe Truths, that 
are related in this li'ſe of Mr. Herbert. 

The Text for his firſt Sermon, was 
taken out of Solomons Proverbs , and 
the words were, Keep thy heart with all . 
diligence, In which firſt Sermon, he 
gave his Pariſhioners many neceſlary , 
holy, ſate Rules, for the diſcharge of a 
good Conſcience, both to God and 
man, And,deliver'd his Sermon after 
a moſt florid manner , both with great 
learning and eloquence. And ar the 
cloſe of his Sermon, told them ,+ That 
ſhould 
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ſhould not be his conſtant way of Preach- 
ine, and that he would not fill their heads 
with unneceſſary Notons ; but , that for 
their ſakes, his languaze and his expreſſi- 
645 ſhould be more plain and prattical in 
his future Sermons, And he then made 
it his humble requeſt, That they wou'd be 
conftant to the Afternoons Service, and 
Catechiſins, And ſhewed them convin- 
cing reaſons why he defir'd it 3 and his 
oblieging examp'e and perſwaſtons , 
brought them to a willing contormity 
co his defſlres, 

The Texts for all his Sermons, were 
conſtantly taken our of the Goſpel for 
the day 3 and he did as conſtantly de- 
clare why the Church did appoint that 
pottion of Scripture to be that day read : 
And in what manner the Colle tor eve- 
ry Sunday does refer to the Goſpel, or to 
the Epiſtle then read to them , and, that 
they might pray with underſtanding, he 
did uſually take occaſion to explain,not 
only the Colle tor every particular day, 
bur-the reaſons of all the other Colletts 
and 


- 
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and Reſponſes in our Servicez and, 
made it appear ro them, that, rhe whole 
Service of the Church , was a reaſona- 
ble, and therefore an acceptable Sa- 
crifice to God, as namely, that we be- 
vin with Confeſſion of our ſelves to be 
wile, miſerable ſinners; and,that we be- 
gin ſo, becauſe till we have confeſſed 
onr ſelves to be ſuch, we are not capa- 
ble of that mercy which we acknow- 
ledge we need, and pray for; but ha- 
ving in the prayer of our Lord, begg'd 
pardon for thoſe ſins which we have 
. confeſt : And hoping, that as the Prieſt 
hath declar'd our Abtolution, ſo by our 
publick! Confeſſion, and real Repen- 
tance , /we have obtain'd that pardon: 
Then, we dare proceed to beg of the 
Lord,to open our lips,that our mouths nm 

fhew forth his praiſe, for, till then, we 
are neither able, nor worthy to praiſe 
him : Bur -this being ſuppos'd, we are 
then fir to ſay, Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt ; 


and fit to proceed to a further ſervice of 
our 
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our God, in the Colects, and Pſalms,and 
Lands that follow in the Service. 

And, as to theſe Pſalms and Lands, 
he proceeded to inform them, why they 
were {o often, and ſome of them daily 
repeated in our Chyrch-ſervice : name- 
ly, the Pſalms every Month , becauſe 
they be an Hiftorical and thanktul repe- 
tition of metrcies paſt; and, ſuch a 
compoſition of prayers and praiſes, as 
ought to be repeated often, and | ub- 
lickly ; for, with ſuch Sacrifices, G!' & 
honour d, and well-pleaſed, This, tor the 
Pſalms. 

And for the Hymns and I auds , ap- 
pointed to bedaily repeated or ſung af- 
ter the firſt and ſecond Leſſons were 
read to the Congregation, he proceed- 
ed to inform them, that it was moſt 
reaſonable , after they have heard the 
will and goodneſs of God declar'd or 
preach't by the Prieſt in his reading the 
two Chapters,thatit was then a ſeaſo- 
nab'e Duty to riſe up and expreſs their 
m_—_— to Almighty God for thoſe 
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his merciesto them,and to all Mankind, 
and ſay with the bleſſed Virgin, That their 
Sonls do magnifie the Lord, and that their 
ſpirits do alſo rejoyce in God their Savior : 
And- that it was their Duty alſo to re- 
joyce with Simeon in his Song, and ſay 
with him, That their eyes have alſo ſeen 
their ſalvation; for they have ſeen that 
ſalvation which was bur propheſied till 
his time 3 and he then broke our in ex- 
preſſions of joy to ſee it : but they live 
to ſee it daily, in the Hiſtory of it, and 
therefore ought dai'y to rejoyce, and 
daily to offer up their Sacrifices of praiſe 
to their God, for that and all his mercies, 
A ſervice, which is now the conſtant 
employment of that bleſſed Yirgin, and 
Simeon,and all thoſe bleſſed Saints that 
are poſleſt of Heaven; and where they 
are at this time interchangeably, and 
conſtantly ſinging, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
God, Glory be toGod on Hieh, and on 
Earth peace, And he taught them, that 
todo this, was an acceptable ſervice to 


God, becauſe the Prophet David ſayes 
| | - 
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in his Pſalms, He that praiſeth the Lord, 
honoureth him, | 

He made them to underſtand, how 
happy they be that are freed from the 
incumbrances of that Law which our 
Fore-fathers groan'd under: namely, 
from the Legal Sacrifices; and from the 
many Ceremonies of the Levitical Law : 
freed from Circumciſion, and from the 
ſtri& obſervation of the Few!ſh Sabbath, 
and the like : And he made them know, 
that having receiv d ſo many, and ſo 
_ great bleſſings, by being born ſince the 
dayes of our Saviour, it 'muſt be an ac- 
ceptable Sacrifice tro Almighty God, 
for them to acknowledge thoſe bleſ- 
ſings, and ſtand up and worſhip, and ſay 
as Zacharias did, Bleſſed be the Lord 
God of Iſrael, for he hath ( in our dayes) 
viſited and redeemed his people ; and (he 
hath in our dayes) remembred, and 
ſhewed that mercy which by the month of 
the Prophets, he promiſed to our Fore-fa- 
thers : and this he hath done, accor- 


ding to his holy Covenant made with them: 
And 
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And we live to ſee and enjoy the bene- 
fit of it , inhis Birth, in his Life, his 
Paſſion, his ReſurrefFion and Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, where he now fits ſenfible 
of all our temptations and infirmities ; 


_ and where he is at this preſent time ma- 


king interceſſion for us, to his, and our 
Father, and therefore rhey ought daily 
to expreſs their publick gratulations, 
and ſay daily with Zacharias, jeg be 
that Lord God of [{rael that hath thus vis 


feted,and thus redeemed his people. —— — 


Theſe were ſome of the reaſons by 
which Mr, Herbert inſtruted his Con- 
gregation for the uſe of the Pſalms , 
and the Hymns appointed to be daily 
ſung or ſaid in the Church-ſervice, 
He inform'd them, when the Prieſt 


did pray only for the Congregation, and 


not for himſelf; and when they did on- 
ly pray for him, as namely, after the re- 
petition of the Creed, before he pro- 
ceeds to pray the Lords prayer , or any 
of the appointed Colle&s, the Prieſt is 
direted to kneel down, and pray for 

them, 


WV 
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\them, ſaying—The Lord be with you--- 
And then they pray for him, ſaying 
And with thy ſpirit ;and he afſur'd them, 
that when there is ſuch mutual love, 
and ſuch joint prayers offer'd for each 
other, then the holy Angels look down 
from Heaven, and are reacy to carry 
ſuch charitable deſires ro God Almigh- 
ty,and he as ready to receive them; and 
that a Chriſtian Congregation calling 
thus upon God, with one heart, and one 
voyce, and in one reverend and humble 
poſture look as beautifully as Feruſalem, 
that is at peace with it ſclf, 

He inſtructed them, why the prayer 
of our Lord was pray'd often in every 
full ſervice of the Church namely, ar 
the concluſion of the ſeveral parts of 
that Service, and pray'd then, not only 
becauſe it was compos'd and command- 
ed by our Jeſus that made it, but as a 
perfect pattern for our leſs perte& forms 
of prayer.and therefore fitreſt ro ſum up 
and conclude all our inaperteR Petitt- . 
ons, 


He 
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He .inſtructed them, that as by tie 
ſecond Commandment we are requird 
not to bow down, or worſhip an Ido, 
or falſe god , ſo, by the contrary Rule, 
we are to bow down and kneel, orſtand 
up and worſhip the true God : And he 
inftrufted chem , why the Church re- 
quir'd the Congregation to ſtand up, at 
the repetition of the Creeds ; namely, 
becauſe they did thereby declare both 
their obedience ro the Church, and an 
aſſent to that faith into which they had 
been baptiz'd, And he taught them, 
* thatin that ſhorter Creed, or Doxology 
ſo often repeated daily ; they alſo ſtood 
up to reſtfi their belief to be, that, 
the God that they truſted in was one God, 
and three perſons, the Father, the Son,and 
the Holy Ghoſt, to whom, the Prieſt gave 
glory : And becauſe there had been He- 
reticks that had deniei ſome of theſe 
three perſons to be God, therefore the 
Congregaticn ſtood up and honour'd 
him, by confefling and ſaying, 7t was 
ſoin the beginning, i now (6, and ſhall 


ever 
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ever be ſo World without end, Andall 
gave their aſſent to this belief, by ſaying 
Amen, 

He inſtrued them , what benefit 
they had, by the Churches appointing 
the Celebration of Holy-dayes,and the 
excellent uſe of them; namely, that 
they were ſet apatt for particular Com= 
memorations of particular metcies re- 
ceived from Almighty God and ( as 
Reverend Mr. Hooker fayes ) to be the 
Lazd-marks to diſtinguiſh times , for by 
them we are taught to take notice how 
. theyears paſs by us ; and, that we ought 
- Not tolet them paſs without a Celebra- 
tion of praiſe for thoſe mercies which 
they give us occaſion to remember 
and therefore the year is appointed to 
begin the 25th day of March ; a day, 
ia which we commemorate the Azgels 
appearing to the Bleſſed Virgin, with the 
joyful tydings that ſhe ſhonld conceive 
and beay a Son., that ſhould be the redeem- 
er of Mankind, and, ſhe did fo forty 
Weeks after this joyful ſalutation 

- F namely, 
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namely, at our Chriſtmas a day in which 
we commemorate his Birth, with joy 
and praiſe ; and that eighr dayes after 
this why Birch, we celebrate his Czr- 
eumciſion; namely , in that which we 
call New-years day, And that upon thar 
we call 7welfth-day, we commemorate 
the manifeſtation of the unſearchable 
riches of Jeſus to. the Gentiles : And 
that day weAlſo celebjate the memory 
of his goodneſs in ſending a Star to 
guide the three wiſe mey from the Ef 
ro Bethlem, that they might there wor- 
ſhip, and preſent him with their oblati- 
ons of Gold, Frankincenſe, and Myrrhe, 
And he (Mr, Herbert ) inſtruted them, 
that Feſws was Forty dayes after his | 
Birth, preſented by his bleſſed mother | 
in the Temple; namely, on thar day | 
which we call, the Parification of the 
bleſſed Virgin, Saint Mary, And he in- 
 ftiructed them, that by the Lext-faft, we 
imitate and commemorate our Sayiours 
humiliation in faſting Forty dayes 3 and, | 
that we ought to endeavour to be on 
im 


| 
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him in purity, And, that on Good: fryday 
we commemorate and condole his Cry- 
cifixios. And, at Eafter,commemorate - 
_ his glorious ReſurreFFion, And hetaughr 
them, char atrcer Jeſus had manifeſted 
himſelf to his Diſciples,to be that Chriſt 
' that was tracified,dead and buried; that 
then by his appearing and converfing 
with them for the ſpace of Forty dayes 


of ter his Reſurre&ion, he then, and nor 


till then, aſcended into Heaven, in the 
ſight of his Diſciples, namely, on char 
day which we \call the Aſcenfion, or 
Holy Thurſday. And that we then ce- 
lebrare the performance of the promiſe 
which he made to His Diſciples, ar or 
before his Aſcenſionz name'y , that 
though he I:ft them, yet he wonld ſend 
them the Holy Ghoft to be thitir Com- 
forter ;, and he did ſoon that day which 
the Church calls Whiſuagiy— Thus 
the Church keeps an Hiftorfcal and cir- 


_ cular Commemoration of times,as they 
paſs by us; of ſuch timey, as ought ro 


incline us to occaſional prailes , for the 
| F 2 particu- 
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particular bleſſings which we do, or 
might receive at thoſe holy times, 

He made them know, why the 
Church hath appointed Zmber-weeks ; 
and, to knoiv the reaſon why the Com- 
mandements , and the Epiſtles and Goſ- 
pels were to be read at the Altar, or 
Communion Table : why the Prieſt was | 
to pray the Litany kneeling ; and, why | 
co pray ſome Colled#s ſtanding 3 and he | 

ave them many other ebſervarions, fic | 

or his plain Congregation , but nor fit } 
for me now to mention ; for I muſt ſer 
limits romy Pen, and not make that a 
Treatiſe, which Iintended to be a much 
ſhorter account than I have made ir ; 
but I have done, when I have told the | 
Reader, that he was conſtant in Cate- 
chiſing every _ in the Afternoon, 
and that his Catechiſing was after his 
ſecond lefſpn, and in the Pulpit,and that # 
he never eXceeded his halt hour, and was | 


always ſo happy as to have a full Con- 
Sregation, 


But ? 


4 
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But to this I nguſt add, That if he 
wereat any time too zealons in his Ser- 
mons, it was, in reproving the indecen- 
cies of the peoples behaviour, in the 
time of Divine Service; and of thoſe 
Miniſters that hudled up che Church- 


prayers, without a viſible reverence and - 


affeion z namely, ſuch as ſeem'd to 
ſay the Lords prayer, or a Colle in a 
breath , but for himſelf, his cuſtom was, 
to ſtop betwixt every Colle, and give 
the peop'e time to conſider what they 
had pray'd, and to force their deſires at- 
fetionately to God, before he engag d 
them into-new Petitions, 

And by this account of his diligence, 
to' make. his Pariſhioners underſtand 
what, and why they pray'd, and prgs'd, 
and ador'd their Cre:tor, I hope l ſhall 
the more-eaſily obtain the Readers be- 
lief to the following acceunt of Mr. 
Herberts own practice; which was, to 
you conſtantly with his Wife , and 
three Neeces ( the Daughters of a de- 
ceaſed Siſter ) and his whole Family , 

re} F 3 twice 
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twice a day at the Church-prayets, in 
the Chappel which does almoſt join uo 
his Parſonage-houfe, And tor the time 
of his appearing, it was ftrialy 3t the 
Canonicai hours of Fen and Four; and 
then, and there, he lifted up pure and 
charitable hands to God in the midſt of 
the ongregarion, And he would joy 
' to have ſpent that time in that p.ace, 
where the honour of his Maſter Fefus 
dwelleth; and there, by that inward de+- 
votion which heteſtified con'tantly by 
an humble behaviour, and viſible ado- 
ration, he, like David, brought nor on- 
ly hs own Houſhold thus to forve the 
Lord; but brought moſt of his Pariſhio- 
ners, and: many Gentlemen in. the 
Neighbourko:d, conſtantly to make a 
part- of his Congregation twice a day z 
and'ſome of the meaner ſort'of his Pa- 
rith, did ſo love and reverence Mr, Her- 
bert,that they would let their Plow reſt 
wh-n Mr. Herberts Saints-Bell rung to 
Prayers,that they might alſo offer their 
deyotions to- God with him, + 

NT ER} then 
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then return bick to their Plow, And his 
moſt holy life way ſuch, that it begot 
ſuch reyerence to God, and to him,that 
they thought themſelves the happier, 
when they canied Mr, Herberts bleiling 
back with them to their labour, Thus 
powerful was his reaſon, and example, 
to perſwade others 'to a practical pi- 
ety, 
"And bis conſtant pablick Prayers did 
never make him to negle& his. own pri- 
vate devotions, nor thofe prayers that 
he thought himſelf bound to perform 
with his Family 3 . which alweyes were 
a Ser-form, and not long ; and he did 
alwayes conclude them with that Col- 
le& which the Church hath-appointed 
for the day or week,—Thwus he made 
every dayes ſantiity a ſtep towards that 
Kingdom where Impurity cannot enter. 
His chiefeſt recreation was Muſick,in 
which heavenly Art he was:a moſt ex- 
cellent Maſter, and, .compos'd many dt- 
vine Hymns and. Anthems, wliich he (et 
and; ſung to his Lute or Yiolz: and 
F 4 though 
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though he was alover of retiredneſs , 
et his love to M»ſick was ſuch, that he 
went uſually twice every week on cer- 
tain appointed dayes, to the Cathedral 
Church in Salibury ; and at his return 
would ſay, That bis time ſpent in Pray- 
er, and Cathedral Muſick, elevated hut 
Soul, and was his Heaven upon Earth : 
But before his return thence to Bemer- 
70x, he would uſually ſing and play his 
| part, at an appointed private Muſick 
meeting and, to juſtifie this practice, 
he would: often ſay, Religion does not 
baniſh mirth, but only moderates, and ſets 
rules to it, 

And, as his deſire to enjoy bis Hea- 
wen upon Earth, drew him twice every 
week to Sal{p#bery, ſo, his walks thirher, 
were the otcaſion of many happy acci- 
dents ro others, of which, I'will men- 
tion ſome few. 

In one' of. his walks to Salibury , 
he overtook a Gentleman thar'is ſtill 
living inthat City, and in their walk to- 
gether; Mr, Herbert took a fair occafion 
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ro talk with him, and humbly begg'd to 
be excus'd,if he ask'd him ſome account 
of his faith; and ſaid, 7 do this, the re- 
ther, becanſe though you are not of my 
Pariſh, yet I recerve Tythe from you by 
the hand of your Tenant ; and, Sir, I ans 
the bolder te do it, becauſe I know there 
be ſome Sermon-hearers, that be like thoſe 
Fiſhes, that alwsyes live in [alt water , 
and yet are alwayes freſh. 

After which expreſſion, Mr, Herbert 
asked him ſome needful Queſtions, and 
having received his anſwer , = him 
ſuch Rules for the tryal of his ſincerity, 
and for a praRical piety,and in ſoloving 
and meek a manner, that the Gentle- 
man did fo fall in love with him, and his 
diſcourſe, that he would often contrive 
ro meet him in his walk to Salzbury,or 
to attend him back to Bemerton; and 
ſtill mentions the name of Mr. George 
Herbert with veneration, and ſtill prat- 
ſes God that he knew him, 

+ In another of his Sal#bury walks , 
he met with a Neighbour Miniſter , 
and 
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and after ſome friendly Diſcourſe be- 
twixt them, and ſome Condolement for 
the wickedneſs of the Times, and Con- 
tempt of the Clergy, Mr, Herbert took 
occcaiton to ſay, 

. One Cure for theſe Diſtempers, would 
be for the Clergy themſelves tockeep the 
Ember-Weeks ſtrii#ly, and beg of thitr 
Pariſtioners to joyn with him an Faſting 
and Prayers , for 4 more Religious Cler- 


And another Cure would be, for thews 
fo reſtore the great and neglefied duty 
Catechiſing, on which the ſalvation of 7 
' many of the poor and ignorant Lay-people 
does depend; but principally , that the 
Clergy themſelves would be [are to live 
wzblameably; and that the diznified Cler- 
£9 eſpecially, which preach Temperance, 
would avoid Surfeting,and take all occaſ6- 
ons is expreſs a viſible hamility, and cha- 
rity.aw their lives, for this would force 
4 love and an imitation. and an unfeign- 
ed revereace from all that knew them : 
(And for proof of this, we need = 

encr 
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ther Teſtimony, than the life and death 
of Dr, Lake, late Loid Biſhop of Bath 
and Welts ). This, ( ſaid Mr. Herbert ) 
would be a Cure for the wickedneſs and 
growing Atheiſm of onr Age, And, my 
dear Brorher, till this be done by ws, and 
done in earneſt let no man expett a refor- 
mation of the manners of the Laity : for 
"tas not learnine bat tha, this only, that 
»uſt doit ; and til then, the fault muſt 
lie at our doors. | 

In another walk to Sal&bury, he ſaw 
a poor man, with a poo er horle,that was 
fall'n under his Load 3 they were both 
in diſtreſs, and needed preſent helps. 
which. Mr, Herbert. perceiving, put off 
his Canonical Coar,and help'd the poor 
man, to unload, and after to load his 
horſe: The poor man bleſt him for it z 
and he bkeft rhe poor man, and was ſo 
like the goed Samaritan, that he gave. 
him money to refreſh both himſelf .and 
his horſe; and told h.m.That if he lov'd 
himſelf, he ſhould be merciful to his Beaſt. 
T hus he left the poor man, and at his 
coming 
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ReſutreRion, did take occaſion to inter- 


as. — 


coming to his muſical ftiends at Salubu- 
ry,they began co wonder that Mr.George 
Herbert, which us'd to be ſo trim and 
clean, came into that company ſo ſoyl'd 
and diſcompos'd , but he told chem the 
occaſion : And when one of the com- 
pany to'd Mim, He had drſparar'd himſelf 
by ſo dirty an employment , his anſwer 
was, That the thought of what he had 
done, would prove Muſick to him at Mid- 
wizbt ; and the omiſſion of it, would have 
wpbraided and made diſcord in his Conſci- 
ence, wheuſoever he ſhould paſs by that 
places, for if I be bound te pray for all 
that be in diſtreſs, Iams ſure I am bound ſo 
far 4s it is in my power to pratfiſe what I 


pray for. And though I do not wiſh for the 


like occaſion every day yet let me tell yon, 
F wonld not willingly paſs one day of my 
life, without comforting a ſad ſoul,or ſhew- 
gng mercy; and I praiſe God for this occa- 
fox: And now let's tune our Jnſtra- - 
ments, 

* Thus, as our bleſſed Saviour after his 


pret 
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other Diſciple which he mer with anc 

accompanied too in their journey [to 
Emmaus ; ſo Mr. Herbert,in his ok to= 
ward Heaven,did daily take any fair oc» 
caſion to inſtru the ignorant, or come 
fort any that were in aff tion ; and did 
alwayes confirm his precepts, by ſhew- 
ing mercy. 

And he was moſt happy in his Wifes 
unforc'd compliance with his aRs of 
Charity, whom he made his Almoner, 
and paid conſtantly into her hand, & 
tenth penny of what meney he receiv'd 
for Tythe, and gave her a power todiC- 
poſe that to the poor of his Pariſh, and 
with it a power to diſpoſe a tenth part 
of the Coin that came yearly into his 
Barn ; which truſt ſhe did moſt faith- 
fully perform, and would often offer ro 
him ax account of her ſtewardſhip , and 
as often beg an inlargement of his 
bounty, for ſhe rejoyc'd in the employ- 
ment z and this. was uſually laid out by 


her in Blankets and Shoges ,, for ſome 
ſuch 


—_— 


— = 
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ſuch poor people,, a the knew ro ſtand 


 inmoſt need of them, This, as to her 


Charity —— And for his own;he ſer.no 
limits to it 5 nor-did ever tura. his face 
from any that he aw in want ,, but 
would relieve them, eſpecially his poor 


| Neighbours, to the .meaneſt of whoſe 


Houſes, he would go and inform him-- 
ſelf of -their wants, and telieve chem 
chearfully if they were in diſtreſs, and 
would alwayes praiſe God, as much for 
being willing,as for being able to do ir, 
_ w_ —_ advis'd by a Trip ro 

more frugal , begaute-he might have 
Children, he anſwer was, He b#1Y not 
ſee the danzer of want ſo far off; but, 
being the Scripture dves ſo commend Cha- 
rity, 4s totell us, that Charity « the top 
of Chriſtian vertues,the covering of ſins, 
the fulfpling of the Law , the life of 
Faith, And, that Charity hath a_ promiſe 
of the Mleſſngs of this life, and of 4 re- 
ward in that life which js to come; being 
theſe, and more excellent things are in 
Scripture ſpoken of thee O Charityz and 
being 
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being all my Tythes , and Church dues, 
are a Deodate from thee O my God ;, make 
we, 0 my God, ſo far to truſt thypromiſe, 
45 to return them back to thee ;, and, by thy 
grace, I will do ſo, in diſtributing them to 
any of thy poor members that are in di 
ſtreſs, or do but bear the image of Feſus 
my Maſter. Sir (ſaid heto his friend ) 
my wy hath a competent maintenance 
ſecur d her after my death, and therefare 
«4 this is my prayer, ſo this my reſolution 
ſhall by Gods grace be unalterable, 

This may be ſome account of the 
excellencies of the active part of bi 


life, and thus he continued, till a Cone 


ſumption ſo weakned him,as to confine 
him to his Houſe, or to the Chappel, 
which does almoſt join to itz in which, 
he continued to read Praye:s conſtantly 
twice every day, though he were very 
weak; in one of which times of his 
reading, his Wife obſery'd him to read 
in pain, and told him ſo, and that it wa- 
ſted his ſpirits, weakned him, and he 
confeſs'd it, but ſaid , His life could net 
be 


Mr. Boftock was a learned and vertuous 
man, an old friend of Mr, Herberts,and 
then his Curate to the Church of Ful- 
on, which is a mile from Bemzertoyn, to 
which Church, Bewerton is but a Chap- 
Pel of eaſe.--- And, this Mr, Boſtock did 
alſo conſtantly ſupply the Church: ſer- 
wice for Mr, Herbert in that Chappel , 
when the Muſick-meeting at Salisbury, 
caus'd his abſence from ir. = 
About one month before his death, 
his friend Mr, Farrer (for an account of 
whom I am by promiſe indebted to the 
Reader, and intend to make him (ud- 
den payment ) ſent Mr, Edmund Dun- 
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ton ( who isnow ReQtor of Fryer Barnet 
in the County of Mddleſex) from his 
Houſe of G:dden Hall, which is near to 
Huntington, to fee Mr, Herbert, and to 
aſſure hiwa, hewanted not his daily pray- 
ers for his recovery; and Mr, Duncon 
was to return back to Gidden, with an 
account of Mr, Herberts condition, 
Mr, Duxces tound him at that time ly- 
ing on his Bed, or on .4 Pallet; but ar 
his ſeeing Mr, Dzzxcon, he rais'd himſelf 
vigorouſly, ſaluted him, and with ſome 
earneſtneſs inquir'd the health of his 
brother Farrer , of which Mr. D#ncon 
ſatisfied him; and after a conference of 
Mr, Farrers holy life.and che manner of 
his conſtant ſerving God, he ſaid ro Mr, 
Duncon--*Sir, I ſee by your habit that you 
are 4 Prieſt, ard 1 deſire you to pray with 
me; which being granted , Mr, Dun- 
con ask'd him, what Prayers ? to which, 
Mr, Herberts anſwer was, 0 Sir.,the Pray- 
ers of my Mother, the Church of Eng- 
land, zo other Prayers are equal to them x 
but, at this time, I beg of fu to pray yy 

y 
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ly the Litany, for 1 at weak and faint,and 
Mr, Duncon did ſo. After which, and 
ſome other diſcourſe of Mr, Farrer, 
Mrs, Herbert provided Mr, Duncon 2 

lain Supper, and a clean Lodging, and 
be betook himſelf to reſt----This Mr, 
Duncon tells me; and, that at his firſt 
view of Mr, Herbert,he ſaw majeſty and 
humility ſo reconcil'd in his looks and 
behaviour, as begot in him an awtul re- 
verence for his perſon, and ſayes , his 
diſcourſe was ſo pious, and his motion {o 
gentile and meek, that after almoſt for- 
ty years , they remain ſtill freſh in his 


memory, 


The next morning, Mr, Duncos left 


him,an4 berook himtelf ro a Journey to 
Bath, but with a promiſe to return back 
to him within five dayes, and he didſo; 
bur before I ſhill ſay any thing of what 
diſcourſe then fell berwixt them two, I 
will pay my promis'd account of Mr, 
Farrer, 

Mr. Nicholas Farrer ( who got the 
reputation of being call'd St, Nicholas, 
at 
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at the age of fix years ) was born in 
London, and doubtleſs had good educt- 
rion in his yourh; bur certainly, w.s at 
a fit age made Fellow of Clare- Hall in 
Cambridge, where he continued to be 
eminent for his temperance an4 learning, 
About the 2&h year of his Age, he 
berook himſe'f ro Travel, in which he 
added to his Latin and Greek, a pet- 
tet knowledge of all the Languages 
ſpoken in the Weſte!n parts of our 
Chriftian world , and underſtood well 
the principles of their Religion, and 
their manner, and the reaſons of their 
worſhip, In this his Travel, he mer with 
many per{waſtons to come into a com- 
munion with that Church which calls 
it ſelf Cathol:ick , bur he recurn'd from 
his Travels as he went, eminent for his 
obedience to his Mother, the Church of 
Eneland, In his abſence trom England, 
Mr, Farrers father ( who was a Mers 
chant) allow'd him a liberal mainte- 
nance; and,not long after his return in- 
to England, he had by thedeath of his 

G 2 father, 
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f:rher, or an elder brother, an Eſtate lefe 
him, that enabled him to buy Land to 
the value of 5001, a year, the greateſt 
part of which Land was at Little Gid- 
den, tour or ſix miles from Huntington, 
and about 18 from Cambridge, which 
lace he choſe for the privacy of it,and 
the Hall, which had the Pariſh-Church, 
or Chappel belonging , and adjoining 
near tokt3 for Mr. Farrer having ſeen 
the'manners and vanities of the World, 
and found them to be, as Mr, Herbert 
ſayes, A nothing between two Diſhes; he 
did ſo contema the World, that he re- 
ſoly'd to ſpend the remainder of his life 
in mortifications, and in devotion, and 
charity, and to be alwayes prepar'd for 
Death, And his Life was ſpent 
thus, 
He, and his Family, which- were like 
a lictle Colledge, and about Thirty in 
number, did moſt of them keep Lext, 
and all Ember-weeks ſtrictly , both in 
faſting, and uſing all thoſe prayers that 


the Church hath appointed to be then 
X uſed ; 


Dr. Geozge Þerbert, 2or 
uſed ; and heand they, did the like on 


Fridayes , and on the Yigils, or Eves 
appointed to be faſted before the Saints 
dayes, and, this ftugality and abſti- 
nence, turn'd to the relief of the Poor ; 
bur, this was but a patt of his charity, 
none but God and he knew therelſt, 
This Family, which I have ſaid to be 
in number about Thirty , were a part 
of them his Kindred, and the reſt cho- 
ſen to be of a temper fit ro be moulded 
into a devour life; and all of them 
were for their diſpoſitions ſerviceable 
and quiet, and humble, and free from 
ſcandal, Having thus fitted himſelf for 
bis Family, he did about the year 1630, 
betake himſelf to a conſtant and me- 
thodical ſervice of God, and it was in 
this manner, —He did himſelf uſe to 
read the Common prayers (for he was 
a Deacon ) every day, at the appoint- 
ed houts of ten and four, in the Church 
which was very near his Houſe, and 
which he had'both repair'd and adorn'd; 
for it was tall n into a great ruine, by 
G 3 reaſon 
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reaſon of a depopulation of the Village 
before Mr. Farrer bought the Mannor, 
And he did alſo conſtantly read the 
Mattins every morning at the hour of 
fx, either in the Church, or inan Ora- 
cory, which was within his own Houſe: 
And many of the Family did there con- 
tinue with him after the Prayers were 
ended, and there they ſpent ſome hours 
in ſinging Hymns, or Anthems, {ome- 
times in the Church, and often to an 
Organ in the Oratory, And,they ſome- 
times betook themſelves to meditate, 
or to pray privately, or to read a part" of 
the New Teſtament, or to continue 
their praying or reading the Pſalms 
and in caſe the Pſalms were not all read 
in the day, then Mr, Farrer, and others 
of the Congregation, did at Night, at 
the ring of a Watch-bell, repair to 
the Church or Oratory, and there be- 
take themſelves to prayers, and lauding 
God, and reading the Pſalms that had 
not been read in the day; and when 
theſe, or any part of the Congregation 
orew 
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orew weaty, or faint , the Watch-bell 
was rung, ſometimes before, and ſome- 
times atter Midnight ; and then a part 
of the Family roſe, and maintain'd the 
Watch, ſometimes by praying, or ſing- 
ing Lauds to God,or reading thePſalms3 
and when after ſome hours they alſo 
grew weary or faint , then they rung the 
Watch-beil, and were reliev'd by ſome | 
of the former, or by a new part of the” 
Society, which continued their devoti- 
ons ( as hath been mentioned ) until 
morning.----And it is to be noted, that 
in this continued ſerving of God, the 
Pſalter, or whole Book of Pſalms , was 
in every four and twenty houts, ſung or 
read over.from the firſt ro the laſt vetle, 
and this done as conſtantly, as the Sun 
runs his Circle every day about the 
World, and then begins it again the 
ſame inſtanc chart it ended, 

Thus did Mr, Farrer, and his happy 
Family, ſerve God day and night, Thas 
1 .. did they alwayes behaye themſelves, as 
| \ in his preſence, And-they did alwayes 

\ 4 eat 
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eat and diink by the ſtrifteſt rules of 
Temperance; eat and drink fo, as to 
be ready to riſe at Midmght, or at the 
call of a Watch- bell, and perform their 
devorions to God,--- And *tis fit to tel! 
the Reader, that many of the Clergy 
that were more inclin'd to praRical p:e- 
ty, and devotion, then to doubtful and 
needleſs Diſputations , did often come 
to Gidden Hall, and make themſelves a 
part of that happy Society, and ſtay a 
week or more,and join with Mr, Farrer, 
and the Family in theſe Devotions, and 
aſſiſt and eaſe him or them in their 
Watch by Night; and theſe various 
Devotions , had neverleſs than two cf 
the domeſtick Family in the Night ; 
and the Watch was alwayes kept inthe 
Church or Oratory, unleſs in extreme 
colc Winter-nights, 2nd then it was 
maintain'd ina Parlor which had a fire 
init, and the Parlor was fitted for that 
purpoſe and this courſe of piety , and 
great liberality to his poor Neighbours, 
Mr, Farrer maintain'd till hs death, 
Which was in the year 1639, Mr, 
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Mr. Farrers, and Mr, Herberts devout 
lives, were both ſo noted, that the gene- 
ral report of their ſanity, gave thent 
on to renew that flight acquain- 
tance which was begun at their being 
Contemporaries in Cambridze, and. this 
new holy friendſhip was maintain'd 
without any interview, but only by l0- 
ving and endearing Letters, And, one 
teſtimony of their friendſhip, and pic us 
deſigns, may appear by Mr, Farrers 
commending the conſiderations of Fohn 
Yaldeſſo (a Book which he had mer with 
in his Travels, and Tranſlated our of 
Spaniſh into Exeliſh) to be examin'd 
and cenſurd by Mr, Herbert ; which 
Book, Mr, Herber did read, and return 
back with many marginal Notes, as 
they be now printed "with that excel- 
lent Book ; and with them, Mr, Her- 
berts «ffeionate Letter to Mr, Far- 
rer, 

This Fohz Yaldeſſo was a Spaniard, 
and was tor his Learning and Vertue, 
much valued and loy'd "by the great 
Empe- 
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Emperour Charles the fifth, whom Ya!- 
dtſſo had followed as a Cavalier all the 
timeof his long and dangerous Wars ; 
and when Yaldeſo grew old, and weary 
of the World, he took his fair opportu- 
nity to declare to the Emperour, that his 
reſo'ution was to decline His Majeſties 
Service, and betake himſelf to a quier 
and contemplative lite , becauſe there 
ounht ts be a vatancy of time, betwixt 
fehting and dying.---T he Emperor had 
himſelt, for r 9 ſame, or other reaſons, 
put on the ſame reſolutions ; but God 
and himſelf did then only know them ; 
and he 0id for thoſe, or other reaſons, 
detite Yaldeſſo to conſider well of what 
he had ſaid, but keep his purpoſe with- 
in his own breaſt, till they two had an- 
other like opportunity of a friendly 
Diſcourſe , which Yaldeſſo promis'd, 
in the mean time,the Emperour ap- 
point privately a day for him and Yal- 
deſſo to receive the Sacrament publick- 
Iv, and appointed ancloquent and de- 
yout Fryer, to preach a Sermon of con» 
tempt 
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tempt of the World, and of the happi- 
neſs and benefit of a quiet and contem- 
plative life, which the Fryer did moſt 


affectionately, After which Sermon, 


the Emperour declar'd openly, That the 
Preacher had bezot in him a reſolution to 
lay down his Dignities, to forſake the 
World. and betake himſelf to a Monaſti- 
cal life, Andhe pretended, he had 
perſwaded Fohy Yaldeſſo,to do the like; 
- this is moſt certain , that after the 

mperour had called his ſon Philip our 
of England, and refign'd tro him all his 
Kingdoms, that then the Emperour,and 
Fobn Y aldeſſo, did perform their reſo'u- 
tions, 

T his account of Fohz Yaldeſſo, I re- 
ceiv'd from a Friend, that had it from 
the mouth of Mr. Farrer: And, the 
Reader may note, that in this retire- 
ment, Fohy Yaldeſſo writ his 110 conſt- 
derations, and many other Treatiſes of 
worth, which want a ſecond Mr, Farrer 
to procure, and Tranſlate them, 


After 
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. After this account of Mr. Farrer,and 
FobnY aldeſſo, 1 proceed to my account 
of Mr. Herbert, and Mr, Duncon,who, 
according to his promi'e, return'd the 
fifth day, and found Mr, Herbert muck 
weaker than he lefr him, and there- 
- fore their Diſcourſe could not be long , 
but at Mr, Duncens parting with him, 
Mr, Herbert ſpoke to this purpoſe-- S#r, 
T pray give my brother Farrer an account 
of my decaying condition, and tell him, 
Theg him to continue his prayers for me, 
and let him know, that 1 have conſiter d, 
That God only i what he would be; and, 
that I amby his grace become now [0 like 
bim, as to be pleas'd with what pleaſeth 
him, and do not repine at my want of 
health , andtell him, my heart is fixed on 
that place where true joy is only to be 
found ; and, that T long to be there, and 
will waii iy appointed change with _ 
and pitience.--- Ard having ſaid this, he 
did with {uch a humility as ſeem'd to 
exalt him, bow down to Mr, Duncon, 
and with a thoughtful and contented 
look, 
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look, ſay to him, Sir, 7 pray deliver this 
little Book to my dear brother Fatrer,and 
tell him, he ſhall find in it a pifture of the 
many ſpiritual Conflitis that have paſt 
betwixt God and my Soul , before 1 could 
ſubjett mine 101%: will of Feſus my Ma- 
fter, in whoſe ſervice I have now found 
perfect fr erdom 3 defare him toxead it, and 
then if he can think it may turn to the 
advantage of any dejetied poor Soul, let 
it be made publick; if not, let him burn 
it, for 1 and it, are leſs than the leaſt of 
Gods mercies,----Thus meanly did chis 
humble man think of this excellens 
Book , which now bears the name of 
The TEMPLE: Or, Sacred Poems, 
and Private Ejaculations; of which,Mr. 
Farrer would ſay, There was the picture 
of a Divine Soul in every page; and, that 
the whole Book, was ſuch a harmony of ha- 
ly paſſions,as would enrich the World with 
pleaſure and piety, And, it appears to 
have done fo, for there have bzen Ten 
thouſand of them ſold ſince the firſt [m- 


preſſion, 
And 
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And this ought to be noted, that 
when Mr. Farrer (ent this Book to Cam- 


' bridze to be Licenſed for the Preſs, the 


Vice-Chancellor would by no means al- 
low the two ſo much noted Verſes 


Religion ſtands 4 Tip-toe in our Land, 
Ready to paſs to the American Strand, 


to be printed; and, Mr, Farrer, would 
by no means allow the Book to be print- 
ed, and want them : Bur after ſome 
time, and ſome arguments for, and a- 
gainſt their being made publick, the 
Vice-Chancellor (aid, I knew Mr, Her- 
bert well, and know that he had many 
heavenly Speculations, and was a Divine 
Poet ; but, I hope the World will not take 
him to be an inſpired Prophet, and there- 
fore I Licenſe the whole Book : So that it 
came to be prinred, without the diminn- 
tion or addition of a ſyllable,fince it was 
deliver'd into the hands of Mr, Duncon, 
ſave only, that Mr, Farrer hath added 
that excellent Prefacethat is printed be- 
fore it, At 
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" At the time of Mr, Duncons leaving 
Mr, Herbert . which was about three 
weeks before his death, his old and dear 
friend Mr, Woodzet, came from Loxdon 
to Bemerton, and never left him, till he 
had ſeen him draw his laſt breath, and 
clos'd his Eyes on his Leath-bed, In 
this time of his decay, he was often vi- 
ſited and pray'd for by all the —_ 
that liv'd near to him, eſpecially by the 
Biſhop and Prebends of the Cathedral 
Church in Sal/#4ury3 but by none more 
devoutly, than his Wife,his three Nee- 
ces ( then a part of his Family ) and 
Mr. Woodzot, who were the ſad Wite 
nefſes of his daily decay, to whom he 
would often ſpeak ro this purpoſe.---- 7 
now look back upon the Front an ef my life 
paſt, and ſee the content I have taken in 
beauty,in wit in muſick,and pleaſant Con- 
wverſation, how they are now all paſt by me, 
45 4 ſhadow that returns not, and are all be- 
come dead to me,or Itothe®; that as my 
father and generation hath dowe before 
me, ſo I ſhall now ſud/enly ( with Job) 


make 
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make my Bed alſo in the dark; and, 1 
praiſe Ged, I amprepar'd for it ; and,that 
' 1 am not to leary patience, now I ſtand in 
ſuch nee! of it ; and, that I have pratti- 
ſed Mortificatioa, and endeavonr d to dye 
daily , that I mizht not dye eternally ;, and, 
my hope ts, that I ſhall ſhortly leave this 
valley of tears,and be free from all fevers 
and pain ;, and which will be a more happy 
condition, I ſhall be free from ſin, and all 
the temptations and anxieties that attend 
it ; and this bring paſt, 1 ſhall dwell in 
the new Jeruſalem, dwell there with men 
made perfett ;, dwell, where theſe eyes ſhall 
| ſee my Maſter and Saviour Feſus ;, and, 
with him. ſee my dear mother, and relati- 
ons, and friends ; but I muſt dye, or nok, 
come to that happy place : And, this s my 
cortent, that I am going daily towards it ; 
and, that every day that I have hd, hath 
taken a part of my appointed time from 
me; and,tht I ſhall live the leſs time, for 
having liv'd this, and the day paſt, —— 
Thele,and thelike expreflions, which he 
utter d often, may be laid to be his en- 
joyment 
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joymexnit of Heaven, before heenjoy'd it. 

"The $wr/4ay before his death, he roſe 

Suddeily trom'his Red or Couch, call'd 

far one of his Inſtruments, took ir into 

hand, and faid--My t od, mw God, 
My Muſick ſhall find thee ; 
 - And every ſtring 

: © ſhall have bis attributeto ſing, 

'And having tun'd it, he play'd and ſung: 
?  .'T he Sundayes of -mans life , 
"Threaded togrther on times ſtring , 
Make Bracelets, to-adorn the Wite 
of ;the eternal glomoud King : 

On Smdayes, Heavens dore ftands ope ;, 
Bleſſinos are plentiful and rife, 
' More plentiful than hope. 

Thus he ſung on earth ſuch Hymns 
and Anthems, as the Angels and he and 
Mr, Farrer, no » {ing in Heaven. 

Thus he continued meditating and 
praying. and rejoycing, til] the day of 

is death; and on that day faid ro Mr. 

Woodnot, My dear Friend, I am ſorry 1 

have nothing to preſent to my merciful 

God but fin and miſe'y; but the firſt is 

pardon'd; and a few hours will put a pcrioa 

H rs 


The Lite of 


to the latter, xc pokes” which expreſſion, 
Mr. Woodnot took occaſion to remem- 
+5 him.. of the. Re-edifying Zeyton 
Church, and his many As of mercy z 
to which he -_ ani, ſaying, They 
be good works , i Tal jo prinkled with 
the blood of C zot otherwiſe, 
After this Leo he became more 
reſtleſs, and his Soul ſeem'd tobe weary 
of her earthly Tabernacle; and this un- 
eaſineſs —_ ſo viſible , that his 
Wite, his three Neeces, and Mr, Wood- 
not, ſtood conſtantly about his Bed,be- 
holding him with forrow, and an unwil- 
lingneſs to loſe the fight of him whom 
they could not hope toſee much longer, 
As they ſtood thus beholdi — 
Wife obſerv'd him to breath faintly,and 
with much trouble ; and, obfery'd him 
to fall into a ſudden Apony ; 3 Which fo 
ſurpriz'd her, that ſhe fell into a ſudden 
paſſion,and requir'd of him to know how 
he did ? to which his anſwer was, That 
he had paſt a Conflie# with his laſt Ene- 
"), and had overcome bim, by the my 
0 


Il4 
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of bis _ Feſms. Afﬀter which an- 
(wer, helook'd up, and ſaw his Wife 
and' Neeces weeping to an extremity, 
and chatg'd them, 1f they lov'd him, to 
withdraw into the next Room, and there 
ay every one alone for him, for nothing 
ut their lamentations could make hs 
death nacomfortable. To which requeſt, 
their ſighs and tears would not ſuffer 
them to make any reply, but they yield- 
ed him a ſad obedience, leaving only 
with him Mr, Woednot, and Mr, Boſtock, 
Immediately after they had left him, he 
faid to Mr, Boftock, Pray Sir open that 
door. then look into that Cabinet, in which 
you may eaſily find my laſt Will, and give 
i into my hayd; which being done, he 
deliver'd it into the hand of Mr. Wood- 
z0t., and ſaid, My old Friend, 1 here deli- 
ver you my laft Will, in which you will 
f - find that 1have made you my ſole Execu- 
tor, for the good of my wife and Neeces, 
and I defire you to ſhew kindneſs to them, 
as they fball weed it; I do not deſire you 
to be jnſt,for 1 know you will be ſo for your 
H 2 own 
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own ſake ; but 1 charge you, by the Reli- 


_ = gionof our friendſhip,to be careful of them, 


And having obtain'd Mr, Woodnots pro- 
miſe to be 10, he ſaid, 7 am now ready to 
dye, after which » ords he ſaid , Lord, 
rant me mercy, for the merits of my Fe- 
#45, and now, Lord,receive my Soul, And 
w:th thoſe wo ds biea'h d torth his Di- 
vine Soul, without any apparent diſtur- 
bance Mr, Wooanet, and Mr, Boſtock,at- 
rend-ng his laſt breath, and cloſing his 
EYES. of 
T hus heliv'd, and thus he dy'd like 
a Saint, unſpotted, of the World, full 
of Almſ- deeds, full of Humility, and 
all the examples of yertuous lite ; which 
I cannot conclude be: ter, than with this. 
borrowed obſervation : 
——- All muſt to the cold Graves : 
But the religions actions of the juſt, 
Smell ſweet in death aud bliſſom in the 
(tuft 
Mr. George Herberts have done ſo to 
this, and will doubtleſs do ſo to ſuc- 
ceeding Generations, 


FINTS, 
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— is a Debt juſtly due to the me- 
mory of Mr, Herberts vertuous 
Wife a part of which I will endeavour to * 
pay, by a very ſhort accompt of the re- 
mainder of her life, which ſhall follow, 
She continu:d his diſcoaſolate Widow 
ve years, bemoantug her ſelf, and com-' 
plainine,T hat the hid loſt the delight of 
her eyes 3 but more, that ihe '1ad loſt the 
ſpiritual guide for her poor ſoul ; and 
would often ſay, O that I had like holy 
Mary, the Mother of Jeſus,treaſur'd up 
all his ſayings in my heart 3 but ſince I 
have not been able ro do that, I will la- 
bour to live like him, that where he now 
is, | may bea'ſo, And ſhe wonid often 
ſay ( as the Prophit David for his ſon 
Abſolon ) O that I had dyed for him. 
This ſhe continued mourning, till time and 
converſation ha ſo mederated hey ſorrows, 
that ſhe became the happy Wife of Sir Ro- 
'bert Cook of Higham zz the County of 
Glouceſter Knight : And,thouth he put 4 
F 3 hizh 
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high value on the excellent accompliſh- 
ments of her mind and body; and was ſo 
like Mr, Herbert, 4s wot to govern like 4 
Maſter, but as an affetionate Husband ; 
yet, ſhe wonld even to him often take occa- 
fron to mention the name of Mr, George 
Herbert, and (ay, That name muſt live 
in her memory, till ſhe put off moxtali- 
ty. By Sir Robert, ſhe had only one Child, 
4 Dauehter, whoſe parts and plentiful 
eſtate make her happy in this world, and 
her well uſing of thems, gives a fair teſti» 
m0ny, that ſhe will be ſou that which is to 
come. 

Mrs, Herbert was the Wife of Sir 
Robert eight years, and liv'd his Widow 
nine, all which time, ſhe took a pleaſnre 
in mentioninz, and commending the ex- 
cellencles of Mr, George Herbert, She 
dyed in the year 1663, and lies buried at 
Higham, Mr.Herbert in his own Church, 
#nder the Altar, and coverd with a 
Grave-ftone without any inſcription, 

This Lady Cook, had preſerv'd many 


of Mr, Herberts private Writings, = 
| Ce 
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ſhe intended to make pablicks but they, 
and Higham houſe, were burnt together, 

the late Rebels; and by them was al- 

o burm or deſtroyed a choice Library , 
which Mr, Herbert had faſtned with 
Chains, in 4 fit room in Mountgomery 
Caſtle, being by him dedicated tothe ſus- 
ceeding Herberts, that ſhould become the 
owners of it, He dyed without an Enemy, 


if Andrew Melvin «yed before hin ? 
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Mr. GzorGs HerBtrT to 


N. F. the Tranſlator 
of Valdeſſo. 


M Y dear and deſerving Brother your 

Valdeflo 1 now return with me- 
ny thanks, and ſome notes, in which per- 
haps you will diſcover ſome care, which 1 
forbear not in the maſt of my griefs ;; 
Firſt for your ſake3 becauſe, I would do 
nothing negligently that you commit un- 
to me 5 Secondly for the Authors ſake , 
whom 1 conceive to have been a true ſer- 
want of God; and to ſuch, and all that 
a theirs, I owe diligence ; Thirdly for 
the Churches ſake, to whom by Printing 
it, I would have you conſecrate it, Tow owe 
the Church a debt, and God hath put this 
into your hands ( as he ſent the Fiſh with 
money to St, Peter ) to diſcharee it : hap- 
pily alſo with this ( as bs thoughts are 
| | fruit = 
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fraitful ) intending the honour of his ſer- 
vant the Author, who being obſcured in 
his own Conntrey, he would have to flouriſh 
in this land of lizht, and region of the 
- Goſpel , among his choſen. It is true, 
there are ſome things which 1 like not 
in him, 1s my fragments w:ll expreſs, 
when you read them ;, nevertheleſs I wiſh 
Jou by all means to publiſh it , for theſe 
three eminent things obſervable therern : 
Firſt , that God in the midſt of Popery 
ſhould open the eyes of oxe to underſtand 
and expreſs ſo clearly, and excellently the 
intent of the Goſpel in the acceptation of 
Chriſts righteouſneſs : ( as be ſhewath 

throueh all his Conſiderations, ) a thing 
ſtrangely buried, and durkned by the Aa- 
wverſaries,and their great ſlumbling block, 
Secondly, the areat honour and reverence, 
which he everywhere bears towards our 
dear Maſter and Lord; concluding every 
Conſideration almoſt with hs holy Name, 
and ſetting his merit forth ſo pioyſly ; for 
which'1 do ſo love him, that were there 


nothing elſe, I would Print it, that with - 
| The 
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the honcur of my Lord might be publiſhed. 
Thirdly, the many pious rules of ordering 
our life, about Mortification, and obſeruva- 
tion of Gods Kingdom within ws, and the 
working thereof; of which he/was a very 
diligent obſerver, Theſe thiee thines are 
very eminent in the Author, and --over- 
weigh the Defects ( as I rongerve) te- 
wards the publiſhing thereof, 


From his Parſonage 
of GBemerton, near 

"vp i Tape 
Salubury 3 ks -T 
29. 1632, 


—— 
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To Sir F. D. 


SIR; 
"Je 1 had the beft wit in the 
World, yet it would eafily tyre me, 
to find out variety of thanks for the di- 
verſity of your favours, if I ſought to ds 
ſo ; but, I profeſs it not : Andtherefore lit \ 
it be ſuffypient for me,that the ſame heart, 
which you have won long ſince, u ſtill true 
to you, and hath nothing elſe to anſwer 
Jour _ kindneſſes , but a conſtancy 
of obedience; only hereafter I will take 
eed how 1 propoſe my deſires unto you , 
fince 1 find you ſo willing to yield to my 
requeſts; for, (puce your favours come 4 ( 
Horſe-back, there is reaſon, that my de» 
fires ſhould go a-foot ; neither ds I make 
an) queſtion, but that you have perform- 
ed your kindneſs to the full, and that the 
Horſe is every way fit for me, and 1 
wil 
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will ſtrive io imitate the compleat meſs of 


your love, with being in ſome proportion, 
and after my manner, 


Your moſt obedient Servanc, 


George Herbert. 


—__—_— W— — 


For my dear ſick Siſter. 


Moſt dear Siſter, 


Hink not my ſilence forgetfulneſs 3 

or,that my love is as dumb as my 
fapersthough buſineſſes mayſtop my hand, 
'| get my heart, a much better member, al- 
wayes with you : and which is more, with 

our good and gracious God,inceſſantly beg- 

ging ſome _ of your pains with that ear- 
neſtneſs, that becomes your griefs, and my 
love, God who knows and ſees thi Wri- 
ting, knows alſo that my ſoliciting = 
4 


- 139 ,PrcÞrrlyripAetters, 
has beex-mhach;and mytears many for yous 
juage me hen by thoſewaters, and nut by 
my Ink, and then you'ſhatlyuitly walut x. 
Your moſt truly, | 
53 SEW<UY 


moſt heartily, 


Decem.s6. 16:0. 


Trin: Coil. affectionate Brother, 


,-...\and Seryant, 


Georee Herbert, 
WL; ys YALE. 
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SIR, 
' Dare 1 longer be filent lesft while 
I think I am mod:ſt , I wrong both 
my [c!f,and alſo the confidence my Friends 
have in me; wherefore -1 will open my 
taſe unto you, which I think deſerves the 
reading. at the leaſt;. and it is this, 7 
want Books extremely; Tou know Sir, 
how I am now ſetting foot #nto D vinitty, | 
to lay the platform of my future life 
and ſhall 1 then be fain alwayes to bor- 
row Books, and build on anothers founda- 
tion ? What Tradeſ-man it there who 
will ſet up without his Tools * Pardon 
my b-lantſs Sir it s a moſt (rriou: Caſe, | 
nor can write coldly in that , wh-rein | 
conſiſteth the mak:ng ecvod of my former | 
education , of obeying that .'pirit which 
hath guidea me hitherto, and of a!chieving 
amy ( 1 dare ſay) holyenas Thu alſo 
s aggravated, in that I apprehend nhat 


any 
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my Friends would have been forwardto 
ſay,if 1 had taken ill-courſes , Follow 
your Book, and you ſhall want nothing : 
Tou know Sir, it i their ordinary ſpeech, 
ard now let them make it good ;, for. ſince, 
tbope,1 hve not deceived their expect ar 
tion, let net them. deceive minge : But 
perhaps: they will ſay you are ſickly, you 
wult net ſiudy too hards, it is true (God 
knows) 1 am weak yet n0t [o, but that 
every. day, 1 may ſtep one ftep towards 
2ny- journies end ; and I love my friends 
ſo well, 4s that if all things praved not 
well, 1 had rather the fault ſhewld lie on 
me, than on them ; but they will object 
again , What becomes of your Annnity * 
Sir , if there be any truth in me, 1 
find it little enough to keep me in health, 
You know I was ſick laſt Vacation, nei- 
ther am 1 yet recovered, ſo that I am 
fain ever and anon , to buy ſomewhat 
tending towards my health ; for infirmi- 
ties are both painful and coſtly, Now 
this Lent IT am forbid ntterly to tat any 
Fiſh "fs that 1 am fain to ayet in my 

Chamber 


$ 


7 


7 
|, 
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Chamber -at mine own coſt ; for in our 
publick Ralls , you kyow , & nothing but 
Fiſh and Whit-meats » Out of Lent at- 
fo, twice a Week , oy Fridayes and $2- 
eurdayes, { wnſt do ſo, which yet fome- 
times t. faſt, Sometiones alſo 1 riat to 
Newmarket, azd there lis a day or two 
for freſb: Air ;, all hich tend to qwoiding 
of coſt lier matters , if, 1, [beuld fall abſo- 
lately ſick: I proteſt and vow, I even 
ftudy Thrift , and yet I ams ſcarce able 
with with ada ta make one half years 
allowance , fhake hands with the other : 
And yet if a Book of four or five Shil- 
lines come in my way, Ibay it , though 


. T faft fer ity yea, ſometimes of ſen Sh1l- 


lines : But , alas Sir , what is that to 


thoſe infinite Yolumes of Divinity, which 
yet every day ſmell, and grow bieger, 


Noble Sir, pardon my boldneſs, and con- 
ſider but theſe three things, Firft,the Bulk 
of Divinity, Secondly , the time when 
1 deſire this ( which is now, when I muſt 
lay the foundation of my whole life, ) 


Thirdly, what I deſire , and to what end, 


I 2 xyot 


not vain pleaſures , nor to a vain end, 
If then, Sir, there be any courſe , either 
y engaging my future Annuity, 0” any 
oth:r way , 1 dffire you , Sir, to be my 
Mediator to them in my behalf. 

' Now I w ite to you , Sir., becauſe to 
you 1 have ever opened my heart; and 
have reaſon, by the Patents of your per- 
petual favour to do ſo ſtill, for 1 am 


ſwre you love 
Your faithfulleft y 
March 18. 617, | 
Trin: Coll. Servant, 


George Herbert. 


— 
— 


SIR, 

Hu Week hath loaded me with your 
Favours; I wiſh T conld a 

come in perſon to thank you, but 1t is not 
poſſible ; preſently after Michaelmas , 7 
am to make an Oration to the whole Uni- 
verſity of an howr long in Latin, and my 
Lincoln journey, hath [et me much behind 
hand : neither can I ſo much as goto Bug- 
den, and deliver your Letter, yet have 1 
ſent it thither by a faithful Meſſenger ths 
day : I beſeech you all, you and my dear 
Mother and Siſter to pardon me , for my 
Cambridge neceſſities are ſtronger to tye 
me here, than yours to London: If I 
could poſſibly have come, none ſhould have 
done my m:ſſage to Sir Fr: Netherſole 
for mes he and I are ancient acquaint- 
ance, and I have a ſtrong opinionof him, 
that if he can do me a conrteſie, he will 
of himſelf , yet your appearing in it, af- 
fedts me ſtrangely. I have ſent you bere 
incloſed a Letter from our Maſter in my 


I 3 - behalf, 
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behalf, which if you can ſend to Sir Fran- 
Cis before his departnre, it will dewell, for 
it expreſſeth the Univerſities inclination 
to me 3 yet if you cannot ſend it with much 
convenience, it is no matter, for the Gen- 
tleman needs no 1ncitation to love me, 
The Orators place ( that you may #n- 
derſtand what it is ) i the fineft place 
in the Univerſity thouch not the gainful- 
left 3 yet that will be about 301, per an, 
but the commodiouſneſs is beyoud the Re- 
venue; for the Orator writes all the Uni- 
verſity Letters, makes all the Orations, be 
tt to King, Prince,or whatever comes 10 the 


Hnivirſity s to requite theſe pains , he: 


takes plane next the Dottors, us at all their 
Mfoocs and Meetings, and ſits above 
tbe Proctors, is Regent or Non-regent at 
hys pleaſure, and ſuch like Gayniſſes which 
will pleaſe a younz man well, 

T long to hear from Sir Francis, 7 pray 
Sir ſend the Letter you receive from him 
to mie 45 ſoon as you can, that I may work 
the heads to my purpoſe. 1 hope I ſhall 
vet this place without all your London 
| helps, 


Sp SEE 
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helps, of which I am wery proud, not but 
' that Tjoy in your favours, but that yo may 

ſee,that if all fail, yet I am able to tandon 
4 mine own legs. Noble Sir, I thank you for 
| your infinite favours. I fear only that I 
| khavt omitted ſome fitting circumſtance, 
| yet you will pardon my haſte,which i very 
' great, thiugh never [o,but that Thave bath 
| time and work to be 


\ Your exttemeSetvant, 


George Herbert, 
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of . F Ls td ths ow. J—_ 


— —_ \——_— 


\ SIR, 
| Have received the things you ſent me, 
J- ſafe; and now 'the only thing I long 
fir, s to hear of my dear fick Siſter x firſt, 
how her health fares, next, whither my 
peace be yet made with her concerning 
my unkind departure, Can Tbe jo hap- 
fy » 48 to bear of 'both theſe that they ſuc- 
ceed w'll* Is it not too much for me? 
Good Sir, make it plain to her , that I 
lowed her even) in my departure, in 
looking to her Son, and my charge, 1 
{oppoſe (he & mot diſpoſed to ſpend her 
” (ght on 4 piece of paper , or elſe 1 
ad wrote to ber ;, when 1 ſhall under- 
ſtand that a Letter will be ſeaſonable, 
my Pen is ready. Concerning the Ora- 
tors place all goes well yet, the next Fri- 
day it is tryed, and accordingly you ſhall 
bear.i T have forty. bofniſes in my 
hands, 


- 


|, 
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hands, your Conrteſie will pardon the haſte 
of | ; 


Your humbleſt $ ervant, 
Jan. Ig.' 1619, 


Trit: Coll. George Herbert, 


SIR, 
I Underſtand by Sir Francis Netherſols 
4. Letter, that he fears Thave not fully 
reſolved of the matter, ſince this place be- 
ing civil may divert me too much from 
Divinity, at which, not without. cauſe, he 
thinks', 1 aim; but, 1 have wrote hins 
back,that this d;znity,hath no ſuch earthi- 
neſs. in it, but it may wery well be joined 
with Heaven; or if it had to others, yet 
to me it ſhould not , for ought Tyet knew; 
and therefore 1 deſire hims to ſend me 4 
diret# anſwer in his next Letter, 1pray 
Sir —_ cauſe this incloſedto be car- 
ried to his brothers houſe of his own name 
4s 
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( s #t think) 'at the fren of the Pedler 
.&nd the Pack os London-bridge , for 
there he aſſigns mt. I cannot yet find lei- | 
ſure to write to my Lord, or Sir Benjamin VP 
Ruddyard; but 1 hope I ſhall ſbortly , | 
though for the reckoning of your favonrs, 

T ſhall newer find time and paper enough, 
yet am 7 


Your readieſt Servant, 


OQob. 6. 1619. 
Trin-: Coll, oY f 
George Herbert, 
1 remember my moſt hemble duty to my 
_ Mather, A cannot think me lazy, 


fence 1 rode 200 mile to ſee x Siſter in * 

4 wa) I knew not, in the midſt of much | 
buſineſs, and all in 4 Fortnight, not [ 
log (ce, 


» 
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To the truly Noble Sir 
F. D, 
SIR, 


Underſtand by a Letter from my Brother 
Henry, that he hath bought a parcel 

of Books for me, and that they are c0- 
ming over, Now thoneh they have hi- 
therto travelled upon your charge , yet if 
my Sifter were acquainted that they are 
ready , 1 dare ſay ſhe would make good her 
promiſe of taking five or ſix pound upon 
her , which ſhe hath hitherto deferred to 
ao, not of her ſelf , "but «pon the want of 
thoſe Books which were not to be got an 
England ; for that which ſurmounts , 
though your noble diſpoſition i infinitely 
free , yet Thad rather flie to my old ward, 
that if any conrfe conld be taken of dou- 
bling my Annuity now , upon condition 
that I ſhould ſurceaſe from all title to it , 
after I enter d into a Beneſice, 1 ſhould 
be 


RSS Tens Ware A — oe Le een er EE So rr rr 


240 Pr. Þerberts Letter to, 8c, 


be moſt glad to entertain it, and both pay 
for the | nr 2g of theſe Books, and for 
ever after ceaſe my clamorous and greedy 
bookifh requeſts. It is high time now that 
I ſhould be no more a burden to you , ſince 
1can never anſwer what I have already 
received; for your favours are ſo anci- 
ent, that they prevent my memory, and yet 


Fill grow upon K 
| Your bumbleſt Servant, 


Georee Herbert, 


.T rememb:r my moſt humble duty to my 
Moth:r, I have wrote to my azar ſick 
Siſter this week already, and therefore 
now 1 hope may be excuſed. 


1 pray Sir, pardon my boldneſs of in- 
cloſing wy Brothers Letter in yours, 
for it was becauſe I know your Lode- 

. © ing, but not bs, 


To 
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—— 


To the worthieft L ady, Mrs. 
Magdalen Herbert. 


Madam, 


Very excuſe hath in it ſomewhat of 
accuſarion.z. and ſince I am i::n90+ 

cent, and yet muſt 'excuſe, how ſhau [ 
do for that pare of accuſing, By my 
troth, as ceſperate and p*!plexcd men, 
grow from thence bo d , ſo muſt I take 
the bo!dnefs of accuſing you,wl:o would 
draw fo dark a Cuttain bets ixt me and 
- your purpoſes, as that I had no glim- 
mering, neither of your goings. nor the 
way which my Letters might haunt, 
Yer, I have given this Licence to Tra- 
vel, but ! kn wnot whether,nor it, Te 
is therefore rather a Pinnace to diſcoyer g 
and the intixe Colony of Letters, of 
Hundreds and Fifties, muſt follow g 
whoſe 


— OS 
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whoſe employment is more honourable, 
than that which our S-ate meditates to 
Virginia, becauſe you are worthier than 
all thac Countrey, of which that is a 
wretched inchfor you have better trea- 
ſure, anda harmleſsneſs, If this ſound 
like a flattery, tear ic out, I amtomy 
Letrers as rigid a Puritane, as Ceſar was 
to his Wife, Ican as il] endure a ſuſ- 
itious and miſinterpretable word as a 
fue but remember, that nothing is 
artery which the Speaker believes; and 
of the grofleſt flatteries there is . this 
o0d uſe, that they tell us what weſhould 

. But, Madars, you are beyond inſtry- 
tion, and therefore there can belong ro 
you only praiſez of which, though you 
be no goo4 hearer, yer allow all my 
- Letters leave to have in them one parc 
of it, which is thank fulneſs cowards you, 


Tour unworthieſt Servant, 
Michin , 


Fuly 11. E xcept your accepting 
) have mended him, 
John Donne, 


To 
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To the worthieſt Lady, Mrs. 
Magdalen Herberr. 


Madam, 


His is my ſecond Letter, in which. 
though TI cannot tell you what is - 
) good, yer this is the worſt, that I muſt 
be a great part of it; yet to me, that | 
is recompenſed, becauſe you muſt be 
mingled, Afrer I knew you were:gone 
(tor I muſt, little leſs chan accuſingly 
tell you, I knew not you would go) T 
ſent my. firſt Letter, like a Bews of 
Hampton , to ſeeir Adventures, ' This 
{ day I came to Town, and to the beſt 
part of it, your Houſe ; for- your me- 
mory, is a State-cloth and Preſence 3 
which I.reyerence, though you be away; 
though Inced nor ſeek that there,which 
I have about and within me, There, 
though 
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though I found my accu/ation, yet any 
thing co which your hand is,is a pardon 
yer | wouldnot burn my fiſt Letter. be- 
cauſe as in great deſtiny no ſmall paſſage 
can be omitted or fraſtrated,fo in'my re- 
ſolution of writing almoſt daily to you, 
I wou'd have no link of the Chain 
broke by me, both becauſe my Letters 
iarerprer one another, and beciuſe only 
theirnumber can give them weight. If 
I had your Commiſhon and Inſtructions 
to do you the ſervice of a Legier Am- 
bafſadour here, I could ſay ſomething of 
the __ounteſs of Dewvoz: of the States, 
and ſuch things, Bur fince to you, who 
are not only a World alone, but the 
Monarchy of the World your ſelf no- 
thing can be added, eſpecially by me 
I will ſuſtain wy ſelf wich the honour of 
being 


London, Tour Servant Extraordinary, 


And withost place, 


John Donne, 
Top 
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——. — 
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| Totheworthieſt Lady, Mrs, 
| _ Magdalen Herbert, 


| Madam, 


| - A*® we muſt dye before we can have 

full glory and happineſs,ſo before 
? [can have this degree of it, as to ſee 
you by a Letter, I muſt almoſt dye,tÞ:e 
1s, come to London, to plaguy Londoy s 
aplace full of danger, and vanity, and 
vice, though the Courc be gone, And 
ſuch it will be, till your return redeem 
it: Not that, the greateſt vertue in the 
World, which is you,can be ſuch a Mar- 
| ſhal,as to defeat, or diſp:1ſe all the 
vice of this place; but as higher bodies 
remove, or contract themſelves when 
better come, {oat your return we ſhall 
have one door open to innocence. Yer 
> Madam, you are not ſuch an Ireland, as 
K produ- 
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produceth neither ill, nor good , no Spi- 
ders, nor Nightingates, which is a rare 
degree of perfeftion : But you have 
foutid and priftiſed that expetimetit, 
That even nature, out of her dereſting 
of emptineſs, if we will make tht our 
work, to remove bad, will fill us with 
good things, To abſtain from it, was 
therefore bur che Childhood, and Mi- 
notity of your Soul; which hath been 
Ibng exerciſed fince, in your manlier 
aQive part, of doing good, Of whish 
fince I have been a witneſs and ſubjedt , 
tot to rell yon ſome titnes, that by your 
Inflaence and exampleT have attained to 
ſuch a ſtep of g $,45 to be thafik- 
fol, were both ro accuſe your power and 
judgement of impotericy and infirmiry, 


cAnguft 24. Your Ladiſbips in all Seyvicey, 


TE97. 


John Donme, 


no 


—_ —_—_ a p—_— — n_ —— 


On Mr. George Herhert's 
Book, Intituled , Fhe 
- TEMPLE of Sacred 


Poems, ſent to a Gentle- 


woman, by Mr.Craſhaw. 


K Now you Fair , on what you look? 
Divinef# Eove hes in this Book : 
Expeiting Fire from your Eyes , 

To kindle this his Sacrifice, 

When your hands untye theſe firings , 
Think you've 4n Angel by the wings, 
One that gladly will be nigh, 

To wait upon each morning ſigh, 

To flutter in the balmy Air, 

Of your well perfumed Prayer, 

Theſe white Plumes of his Hee'll lend you; 
Which every day to Heaven will ſend you, 
To take acquaintance of the Sphere, 
And all the [mooth-fas'd Kindred there, 
K 2 And 


_ —_ _—_ * 


And though Herberts Name do owe 
Theſe as Faireſt ; know 

That while I lay them on "the ſhrine 
of your white Hand, they are mige: 


